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NEW ZEALAND LABOUR PARTY 


REPORT OF THE 4ist ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


THE Forty-first Annual Conference of the New Zealand Labour Party commenced its 
sitting in the Town Hall, Wellington, on Monday, May 6, 1957, at 10 a.m. Mr. M. 
Moohan, M.P. (National President) occupied the chair and declared the Conference open. 


WELCOME TO DELEGATES 


The National President introduced His Worship the 
Mayor of Wellington, Mr. F. J. Kitts, M.P., and Mr. H. 
J. Allen, President of the Wellington L.R.C., both of 
whom welcomed delegates to the City and extended 
best wishes for a most enjovable stay in the Capital 
during Conference week. 


CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 


The following recommendations to Annual Conference 
were moved on behalf of the National Executive by 
A. J. McDonald (National Secretary) :— 


HOURS OF SITTING 


Monday: 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., 2.15 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Committees to sit in evening. 

Tuesday and Wednesday: 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., 2.15 
p.m. to 5.350 p.m, 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Thursday: 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., 2.15 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 


VISITORS 


“That only members of the Party with credentials 
signed by a member of the National Executive or a 
delegate whose credentials have been endorsed by the 
Credentials Committee shall be admitted to Conference.” 


CONFERENCE OFFICERS 
Doorkeepers: W. McLeod, W. Wigston. 


Credentials Committee: R. Boord, M.P. (Convener), 
J. A. Stead, H. F. Callagher, H. J. Allen, M. A. Connelly, 
M.P., Mrs. R. Barker. | 

Agenda Committee: E. A. Waters (Convener), J. S. 
Firth, W.. J. Cuthbert, T. Martin, T. F. Doyle. 

Press Committee: L. C. Hair (Convener), P. N. Hollo- 
way, M.P., S. Pickering, J. Dunmore. 


Minute Secretaries: J. H. Collins, A. J. Faulkner. 
Timekeepers: R. A. Moore, C. G. J. Shamy. 


Tellers: F. L. Fenton, E. J. Hodgkinson, J. B. Main, 
J. I. Colligan, D. MacLeod, W. G. Simpson, N. E. Kirk. 


Returning Officer for President and Vice-President: 
R. A. Keeling, M.P. 


Scrutineers: P. H. Weith, H. G. Strang, J. H. Geddes, 
J. M. Doherty, P. Pallesen. 


Returning Officer for Wellington Representatives: 
A. J. McDonald. 


Scrutineers: F.. M. Colman, W. A. Fox, M.P., J. H. 
Geddes, A. E. Elgar. 


CONFERENCE MINUTES 


“That the minutes of the previous day shall be read 
each morning and a printed report on Conference pro- 
ceedings shall be forwarded to each delegate and to 
each affiliated organisation.” 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


1. National President declares Conference open and calls 
on His Worship the Mayor, Mr. F. J. Kitts, M.P., and 
the President of the Wellington L.R.C. (Mr. H. J. 
Allen), to welcome the delegates. 


. Appointment of Conference Officers. 

. President’s address (Mr. M. Moohan, M.P.) 

. Annual Report of National Executive and Financial 
Statements (Mr. A. J. McDonald). 

. Appointment of Special Remit Committees. 

. That the first business on Tuesday morning shall be:— 
(a) Election of Officers. 
(b) Place of next Conference. 

7. Parliamentary Report presented by the Rt. Hon. W. 

Nash, M.P. (Tuesday, 7.30 p.m.). 


PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 


Mr. M. Moohan, M.P., presented the presidential 
address, which read as follows:— 


TYYWELVE years after the cessation of the greatest 

global war in history it is a tragedy to find that some 
leaders of the big nations of the world still hold to 
the outworn philosophy that wars will settle inter- 
national problems. The money, material and skill used 
at the present time in construction and the testing 
of H-bombs is an indictment of our civilisation. The 
destructive power of these bombs is almost unbelievable 
and beyond the mind of the average person to appreciate 

It must be emphasised that the only reason for the 
creation of H-bombs and other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion is the killing of tens of thousands of innocent 
people, the destruction of cities and of properties. The 
statement that the H-bomb will make us secure from 
war, does not fill the hearts of the people with any hope, 
but on the contrary fills them with horror and the 
fear that it will strike and bring death and destruction 
to kings and commoners, princes and peasants and to 
the millions of people whose only desire is to live in 
this world in an era of peace, reconstruction and pros- 
perity. 
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International problems must be settled by negotiation 
and concilation. The alternative is fatal to our civilisa- 
tion and will provide greater opportunity for the expan- 
sion of Communism and Dictatorships. It will be the 
duty of the next Labour Government to see that New 
Zealand’s voice is raised in the councils of the Nations 
to urge the control of, and the elimination from our 
civilisation of these methods of mass destruction. 

The last war cost New Zealand over 11,000 lives 
and cost the nations involved 22 million lives. <A fear 
complex has been aroused and I think that it is high 
time that the Labour Movement of this country in 
conjunction with the Labour movements of the world 
raised their voice in no uncertain terms that the peace 
desired by the ordinary people in all countries should 
be brought to fruition. 

Over the last decade World peace has tottered from 
crisis to crisis. It is not enough to pile weapons on 
weapon. A clarion call from the United Nations should 
go out for war against poverty, hunger and slums that 
millions of people endure today. 


The year 1957 will be another milestone in the history 
of our Party. Labour is the party of the people. This 
year should see the election and formation of the 
second Labour Government. The present administration 
has failed to show any initiative, any progress, or any 
new developments, so necessary at this period in the 
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history of our country. They have failed to control 
the cost of living; they have failed to provide the hous- 
ing necessary for our people; they have failed lamentably 
in initiating schemes for the social and economic develop- 
ment of this country. 

The people have lost confidence in the Government’s 
blundering and complacency. Today it presents a pathetic 
spectacle in its approach to present day problems it 
is heedless, helpless and hopeless. It is an accepted 
fact that the present administration is on its way into 
the political wilderness. It is not enough, however, that 
the Labour Party should become the Government merely 
on the mistakes of the National Government. 

We must place before the people a bold and imagina- 
tive policy in keeping with 1957 and the problems of 
the future. The past history of the Labour Party and 
the Labour Government proves our ability to govern. 
It is also history and as history it should be looked 
upon only as a guide to the future. 

The continual rise in the cost of living since 1949 
must be stopped. The Labour Government will do that 
and put the value back into the £. We owe it to the 
thousands of young people and to those in tragic hous- 
ing circumstances to initiate a major housing programme. 
Labour believes the housing of our people is a social 
necessity and for those wishing to build their own homes 
we will make finance available at the easiest possible 
terms. 

Three years ago we promised housing loans with 
a maximum rate of interest at 3 per cent. Also that 
people should be able to go into a home on the lowest 
possible deposit. Finance and artificial rates of interest 
must not in any way be allowed to impede the housing 
programme of the next Labour administration. 

To the old people, those who have given a life-time 
of service in New Zealand, it is our bounden duty to 
ensure that they have, in the eventide of their lives, a 
comfortable home and economic security. Many other 
problems arising out of the incompetency of the present 
Government must be rectified as quickly as _ possible. 
The present administration has lost faith in itself, lost 
faith in our people and lost faith in the future of New 
Zealand. 

I think it is timely to look to our future. It is 
estimated that in less than 20 years’ time the population 
of this Dominion will be over three million people. To 
that end we must make provision to take our part in 
building for the future and in building a nation. It 
means that on our roads at least 50 per cent more 
vehicles will be operating. Today the roads are not 
capable of coping with the present traffic. It means 
bigger and wider roads. It means that at least 300,000 
houses must be built. With an increase in the labour 
force in the next 20 years of 360,000 it means that 
our industries must be fully protected; they must be 
expanded and new industries instituted. 

It is necessary, not only in the changing economy of 
this country in the future, but to provide the employ- 
ment and the trades, crafts, and the professions of our 
young people, Maori and pakeha alike, to ensure that 
they can follow their particular callings in the land of 
their birth. It means that more schools, hospitals, and 
social amenities must be provided. It means that new 
cities will be created in this country of ours. 

New Zealand is destined to become a great nation 
in the Pacific and Labour with its social and economic 
policy will provide boundless opportunity in all spheres 
to our young people in the building of a nation. They 
will have pride in achievement and pride of country. 
The jeremiahs on the Government benches are saying 
through their financial operations and their credit squeeze 
that we cannot afford it. 

Let me emphasise that it is not a question of “can- 
not afford” but a question that the necessary finance 
Should and will be found to carry out this essential 
work. We have already made it clear that the develop- 
ment of New Zealand is not going to be determined 
by the interest rates of the moneylenders. The Labour 
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Government will use the resources of the Reserve Bank 
compatible with public good. Money will be servant 
and not master. To say that we can afford £600,000,000 
in six years of death and destruction and cannot afford 
to build a nation of peace and construction is just the 
height of absurdity. 

We, of the Labour Movement, having faith in our 
movement, having faith in ourselves, and faith in our 
country will successfully overcome the obstacles that 
confront the development of New Zealand. We will 
place on the Treasury benches people with vision, courage 
and determination, anxious and willing to cope with the 
problems and to see that they are overcome. 

Let us reSume the onward march to a greater New 
Zealand. With these ideals radiating throughout the 
length and breadth of our movement, through every trade 
union and to every branch member, we can face unitedly 
and confidently the election fight of this year and as 
one man we can go forward to victory and to place 
New Zealand once again in the forefront of social 
and economic progress for the world to follow. 

The President concluded his address amidst prolonged 
applause. 


FRATERNAL GREETINGS 


A letter was received from the National Vice- 
President, Dr. A. M. Finlay, expressing regret at his 
inability to attend and conveying best wishes for a 
most successful Conference. 


MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY 
The National President advised that our Deputy- 
Leader, the Hon. C. F.. Skinner, M.P., had, as a result 
of a sudden illness, just been admitted to hospital. It 
was resolved: “That a letter of sympathy from Confer- 
ence be forwarded to Mr. Skinner wishing him a speedy 
and complete recovery.” 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE'S REPORT 


On behalf of the National Executive, A. J. McDonald, 
National Secretary, presented the Annual Report and 
Financial Statements which read as follows:— 


HIS is election year and, consequently, the National 

Executive has spared no effort to ensure that our 

campaign organisation throughout the Dominion is raised 
to the highest degree of efficiency. 

Reports from various L.R.C.s, I.B.C.s, and Branches, 
particularly in key areas, disclose a growing enthusiasm 
among members which is most encouraging at this stage. 

While emphasising the necessity of having a keen 
and virile organisation in all electorates, it is equally 
important that the financial aspect of the campaign is 
not overlooked. 

Our Committees everywhere must accept their full 
share of the responsibility of ensuring that ample funds 
are available for both local and Head Office requirements, 
and this phase of our activities must receive immediate 
attention. 

It is pleasing to record that the Party has never been 
more eager to undertake an election campaign, and we 
look forward with every confidence to the return of a 
Labour Government before the close of the current year. 


PARLIAMENTARY PARTY 


We desire to extend our sincere appreciation to the 
members of the Parliamentary Labour Party for the 
service rendered during the past year. 

Particularly do we thank members who addressed 
meetings in various parts of the country during the 
Parliamentary recess and also those who assisted in the 
Riccarton and Bay of Plenty By-Election Campaigns. 

The Parliamentary Party suffered a severe blow in 
the loss of the Hon. A. McLagan, a valued member who 


had rendered excellent service to the Movement over 
a long period of years. To his sorrowing relatives we 
offer our deepest sympathy. 

We extend a warm welcome to our new member, Mr. 
M. Connelly, and congratulate him upon the able manner 
he acquitted himself during the Riccarton By-Election 
Campaign. Although he has not yet taken his seat in 
Parliament, Mr. Connelly has already proved himself 
to be a welcome addition to the ranks of the Parliament- 
ary Party. 

The Rt. Hon. Walter Nash continues to discharge his 
duties in a most creditable manner. We reaffirm our 
complete confidence in him and can assure Mr. Nash 
and his Parliamentary colleagues that the Movement will 
spare no effort to return a Labour Government at 
the end of the current year. 


NATIONAL PRESIDENT 


The National Executive desires to express its warm 
appreciation to the National President, Mr. M. Moohan, 
M.P., for the manner in which he has conducted the 
affairs of the Party since last Conference. 

During the year he has addressed meeting's in various 
parts of the country and his efforts are greatly appreci- 
ated in the areas concerned. 

His wide knowledge of Party affairs has proved most 
helpful at Executive meetings and we. gratefully 
acknowledge his guidance and assistance at all times. 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
Since last Conference the National Executive has 
met on 12 occasions, four of which were attended by 


Divisional Area Representatives. Attendances were as 
follows: 


M. Moohan, M.P. (National President)  .................. 12 

A. M. Finlay (National Vice-President) ..........0..... 4. 

A. J. MeDonald CGNational Secretary)  «..0..c5..sisiecees 12 

7 bs OT wemsenasoraesee em ean mec 10 
Rhy et, Ee ©. sete New eaxbtyta nie cero enieemenneRAsa i 
PER gS MMM veers recession astern paises acute eee ees te 12 
Rr Wee Ee ree Na he eee 10 
TE das aks WER: MP: cca maceriteant tai OED 9 
W Nash, M.P. (Parliamentary Representative) ...... 9 

H. G. R. Mason, M.P. (Parliamentary Representative) 8 

A. Hellyn No. 1 Divisional Area Rep. 3 

R.. J. Tizard » « a = - 4 

C. J. Wood & 

J. B. Nickles 9 3 ‘s 5 ‘ 2 

E. A. Waters 3 4 . _ ” 4 

J. G Edwards, M.P. = 5 = _ m 3 

B. E. Richmond - ie 7 - iz 3 

G. A. Hansen a 7 in es = 4. 

*J. A. Bateman " 8 = 5 -s 9 
R. Evans , 8 Pe i ‘3 4 

T. Martin = el ‘ + + 3 

P. H. Weith we «(SE a - 3 

F. Jones wy ae - = oe 3 

J. P. Wyatt 13 i re 4. 


* Wellington Members. 

In addition, the Assistant Secretary, Mr. F. M. Col- 
man, was present at all meetings. 

During the year Mr. C. J. Wood, No. 3 Divisional Area 
Representative tendered his resignation, and Mr. J. B. 
Nickles was elected to fill the vacancy. 

The National Executive desires to express its sincere 
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. Wood during 
his term of office. 


NATIONAL OFFICE 
The staff at Head Office continue to render excellent 


service and their untiring efforts during the year are 
gratefully acknowledged. 


In addition to their normal duties, two By-Elections 
were conducted, and the extra work involved was handled 
in a most efficient and commendable manner. 

To our loyal and conscientious team we extend our 
deep appreciation for their untiring efforts during the 
past year. 


FINANCE 


Attached hereto are the annual financial statements 
and accounts of the Party, accompanied by the Auditor’s 
Certificate. 

In view of the impending General Elections, it is 
absolutely imperative that all possible steps be taker 
to raise funds for the Campaign without delay. 


It is appreciated that many L.R.C.s and local Cam- 
paign Committees have already sufficient finance for their 
own requirements and they are to be congratulated on 
their efforts. 

But this is not sufficient. Funds are urgently required 
at Head Office to meet heavy expenditure on a Dominion- 
wide basis. 


During an Election Campaign all Head Office 
expenditure on propaganda, posters, newspaper and screen 
advertising, pamphlets, expenses for visiting speakers, 
benefits every electorate, and, consequently, local L.R.C.s, 
Branches and affiliations have a duty and a responsibility 
to render every possible assistance. 

The National Executive confidently appeals to all 
sections of the Movement for immediate and generous 
support in this most important matter. 


OBITUARY 


We sincerely regret the passing of many members 
who rendered service to the Party over the years. 

The loss of the Hon. A. McLagan removed from our 
ranks an outstanding personality, whose name will always 
be associated with the political and industrial Movements 
of this country. 


As a Minister of the Crown during the war and post- 
war years, he carried out his duties with distinction, 
serving his country faithfully and well during this 
difficult period. We mourn the passing of a great man. 


The National Executive extends its sincerest sympathy 
to the relatives of the following: 


C. H. Chapman, Wellington. 

H. S. Gallagher, Auckland. 

E. J. Leniston, Wellington. 
Gavin Stove, Johnsonville. 

J. Garvin, Rotorua. 

Mrs. D. McBeth, Hamilton. 

R. E. Odd, Birkenhead. 

J. H. Hall, Gisborne. 

Mrs. W. T. Johansen, Lower Hutt. 
J. O. Johnson, Lower Hutt. 

A. B. Lee, Mt. Albert. 

T. Long, Auckland. 

H. Cowan, Palmerston North. 
R. A. Brooks, Christchurch. 

Mrs. H. J. Dent, Wellington. 

J. Jones, Auckland. 

J. Bergstrom, Palmerston North. 
C. W Boswell, Auckland. 

B. Martin, Auckland. 

C. Smith, New Plymouth. 

S. B. Allen, Ngaio. 

R. Hatfield, Palmerston North. 
Mrs. C. F. Skinner, Westport. 
Mrs. C. Stewart, ex-M.P., Wellington West. 
H. E. Clarke, Whakatane. 

J. Thorn, Wellington. 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments 
For Year ending February 28, 1957 
a a pe a 
RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
£ s. a. £ s. d. 
Bank of New Zealand, 178/58 TOOL 13 2 Affiliation Fees 2,383 3 11 
Affiliation Fees 7 9821 9 4 National Campane Fund 4,959 2 6 
National Campaign Fund - .. 5,631 19 8 Salaries .... i a sa -». 6,808 11. 4 
Literature 7 a or a ar, 395 4 8 Bank Charges .... ae ake cant — 1414 3 
Fraser Memorial ae = — wie 614 0 Insurance vee vies vies eee vee 118 7 8 
Car Account wu; oe — oe oe 100 O O Rent — vee vee sees vee wee, 1088 16 0 
Sundries ae _ a 94 16 Cleaning ee — ae oe — 84 18 0 
Junior Advisory ‘Council __.... _ ume too at F aoe eee ates = oe kena ae : 
Presentation _.... re = ails 4x08 181 18 0 | Stationery oo zi 988 10 2 
Postages and Phones — on a a 506 9 8 
Research seks sare ie a — 159 18 7 
Literature ii ees _ — tees 195 10 9 
Wreaths ae ae oe ae sid ao Lt OQ 
Annual Conference poke oe ar 3 123 18 9 
Executive Meetings a oe 2 536 10 0 
AUG ass awe: oe — — ue ap 0 
Sundries Se ai eee 181 10 3 
Junior Advisory ‘Council ms Si ep JIG i @Q 
Presentation... a es. 24) 2 @ 
| Bank of New Zealand, 28/2/57 S002 16 7 
| 
ees | —— 
£24,189 12 6 £24,189 12 6 
a a a a i a ere 
Balance - Sheet 
As at February 28, 1957 
LIABILITIES ASSETS 
eo & £ S. a. —: & @. £ 3. 
National Campaign Fund §,138 2 10 Bank of New Zealand 5,502 16 7 
Loans Trust 2,000 0 O Loans Trust 4,000 0 0 
Fraser Memorial . 5,203 8 6 Willis Street Property 7,433 17 8 
Junior Advisory Council 107 15 4 Timaru Hall 250 0 0 
Capital . 12,664 1 10 Temuka Hall 25 0 0 
Less Excess Expenditure Taradale Hall 90 12 § 
over Income .... R420 lo 4 Affiliation Fees 903: 15 6 
—— 8.9538 6 6 Less Reserve 150 12 7 
——_—__—_—_—— Tos 2 11 
Investments— 
N.Z. Worker Co. Ltd. 3407 19 3S 
Cars ; 2475 8 10 
Less Sale 100 C8 O 
2:51D & 10 
Less Depreciation 237 10 5 
—— 2,181 18 5 
Plant 409 19 9 
Plus Additions 98 38 OQ 
508 2 9 
Less Depreciation 101 12 6 
i 406 10 38 
Literature Stock .... Bf6 15 0 
Sundry Debtors 6S 7 il 
£24,402 13 2 £24,402 13 2 


that date. 
15th April, 1957. 
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AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE 


__ dn my opinion the foregoing statements of Receipts and Payments and Income and Expenditure together 
with the above Balance Sheet are drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the transactions of the 
New Zealand Labour Party for the twelve months ended 28th February, 1957, and of the financial position as at 


(sgd.) V. WESNEY, A.R.A.N.Z., Auditor. 


Comparative Financial Statement of Receipts and Payments 


Year ending February 28, 1957 





Opening Bank Balance 
Affiliation Fees 
Literature Sales 

National Campaign Fund . 
Loan Repayments .... 
Sundry Receipts 

Interest es 

Car Account .... 
Presentation 

Plant 

Research on a 
Fraser Biography sa 
“Standard” Account 
Fraser Memorial 

Fixed Deposit 

Willis Street Property 
Labour Daily Shares . 
Junior Advisory Council .. 


Plant ee 
Affiliation Refunds — 
Literature Purchases 
Research Bureau 


Grants to Electorates and “Organising ete. 


Salaries 

Rent ee 
Postages and ‘Telephones sat 
Stationery sig 

Bank Charges 

Insurance 

Electricity and Cleaning 
Audit i sia 
Sundries a 
“Standard” Shares - 

Car Account . 

Loans es 
Annual Conference me 
Executive Meetings 
Presentation 

Balance at Bank ..... 
Fixed Deposit, Bank of New Zealand . 
“Standard” Account “Hs 
Fraser House 

Fraser Biography 

Holland Memorial] 

Labour Daily Refunds 
Fraser Memorial Fund 
Junior Advisory Council 


RECEIPTS 


1952-53 


& 


12,588 
8.141 
600 
5,091 
2,813 
296 


1,250 
247 
99 


3,036 


£34,161 


1953-54 
£ 


11,864 
9,520 
535 
6,658 
40 

10 

140 


20 
108 
353 

2 


008 
8,000 


| £37,758, 


1954-55 
x 


7,028 
11,500 
1,574 
19,459 
00 

85 


"£42,809 


1955-56 


£ 
4,032 
10,066 
390 
6,155 
35 

19 
125 


See 


277 
098 


3,751 
101 


£25,549 


1956-57 
x 


7,902 
9,820 

595 
5,632 


24 
100 
182 


| -a | 


127 
£24,189 


eee — 


PAYMENTS 


1952-53 
£ 


00 
2,103 
970 
032 
1,587 
4,901 
5086 
468 
4138 
16 

46 

60 

30 
178 


1,462 
382 
513 


11,864 
8,000 


- £34,161 


1953-54 
i 


134 
2,495 
697 
369 
3,158 
6,213 
636 
563 
399 
16 

46 

68 

30 
178 
150 
665 
4,000 
417 
608 


7,028 
2 
9,434 
452 


——e 


£37,758 


1954-55 


bs 


76 
2,909 
1,506 

290 
23,568 
6,089 
6356 
679 
468 

27 

oO4 

70 

390 

275 


4638 
465 
4,032 


£42,809 — 


1955-56 
£ 


232 
2,492 
302 
105 
2,560 
5,649 
636 
382 
325 
16 

89 

78 

35 
207 


1,926 
447 
704 


1,902 
2t7 
752 
362 

61 
10 


| «£25,549 


1956-57 
£ 
98 
2,383 
196 
160 
4,959 
6,809 
1,090 
506 
5388 


110 
£24,189 


———ooo————— 


ee 
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BY-ELECTIONS 


The death of the Hon. A. McLagan, M.P., necessitated 
a by-election in Riccarton, and after a discussion with 
the Selection Committee, Mr. M. A. Connelly was chosen 
as the Party’s candidate. 

Messrs. A. J. Faulkener, N. G. Pickering and C. G. J. 
Shamy were appointed associate organisers to act in 
conjunction with the National Secretary. 

The election resulted as follows: 





M. A. Connelly (Labour)  s..mssismeeves. 6,549 
B. 'G, Dingwall. (National). «cna 2,691 
W. B. Owen. (Social Credit) — ...csccssscssss 1,379 
E. Yealands (Social Credit Ind.) ........ 28 
Kr. b.C. Grenfell (independent): .......-.-»: 1 
IMPOTMe!  ssmmsnccseiaveeavacanmrnrenewnee 40 

10,698 





Majority for Mr. Connelly, 3,858. 

Mr. Connelly is to be congratulated upon his election 
and our best wishes are extended to him for a most 
successful Parliamentary career. 

In Bay of Plenty, a By-Election was necessary as a 
result of the resignation of the sitting National member, 
the Hon. W. Sullivan. 

After consultation with the Selection Committee, Mr. 
T. G. Santon of Taneatua was chosen as the Party’s 
candidate. 

Mr. A. J. Faulkner and Mr. C. G. J Shamy were 
appointed associate organisers with the National Secre- 
tary, and after a well conducted campaign, the election 
resulted as follows: 


EB. BS. Adler: GIN BGG AL)  cececaccrreorcesmeiecens 5,290 
Ts G SAMEO COU) ea vcssecisoncececeassecs 4,091 
RK. J. Pedley (liberal) sécsscemviessarsmszess 317 
LPREROT ENS sae SERRE Rikcmn neds en civ ene 30 

9,733 


Majority for National: 1,199. 


It is encouraging to record that in spite of a smaller 
poll the Labour vote was over 200 greater than at the 
General Elections, while the Nationalists vote dropped by 
nearly 1700. 

Mr. Santon proved himself to be a capable and 
popular candidate, and our best wishes are extended to 
him for every success at the General Election to be 
held later in the year. 

To those who assisted during the two By-Election 
Campaigns, the officers and members of the respective 
L.R.C.s and Branches, the local Campaign Committees, 
those responsible for the catering and transport arrange- 
ments, and to all who contributed in any way, the 
National Executive extends its grateful thanks. 


ORGANISATION 


The annual returns of Party membership disclose 
some encouraging figures and the Branches concerned 
are to be congratulated upon their efforts during the 
year. 

However, there still remains ample scope for in- 
creased activity in all areas. 

The recent By-Elections have shown the mounting 
enthusiasm for the cause of Labour. In every electorate 
the same good-will exists, and we are confident that a 
\well-organised membership drive would produce an ex- 
cellent response. 

Every new member not only brings in additional 
revenue, but also strengthens the local organisation by 
providing another worker within the ranks. 
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L.R.C.s and Branches have a duty and a responsibility 
to build up finances and strengthen the local organisa- 
tion, and, consequently, this matter should receive im- 
mediate attention. 


Alterations to the electoral boundaries required 
changes to be made in a number of electorates, and it 
is pleasing to record that the L.R.C.s concerned took 
early steps to effect the necessary reorganisation. It is 
confidently anticipated that all L.R.C.s involved in the 
boundary changes will be reconstituted prior to their 
respective annual meetings. The National Executive 
desires to thank L.R.C.s in the electorates affected for 
their prompt co-operation in this matter. 

Our organisers continue to render excellent service 
in their respective areas. During the year, Mr. N. G. 
Pickering resigned to accept another position in the 
South Island, and our best wishes are extended to him 
for his future success. 


The appointment of additional organisers has received 
the attention of the National Executive on several occa- 
sions, and the necessary steps will be taken as and when 
circumstances permit. 

Messrs. A. J. Faulkner and C. G. J. Shamy have 
experienced an exceptionally busy year. The By-Election 
campaigns created additional work, but they have carried 
out the various tasks allotted to them with credit to 
themselves and to the Party. 


Our sincere congratulations are extended to them 
both for their untiring efforts during the year. 

The Auckland Provincial Office has fully justified its 
existence, and the work of Mr. Faulkner is being reflected 
in the increased activity in the areas concerned. 


The Provincial Advisory Council meets regularly to 
review the organisation in the four northern areas and 
also to consider many matters which are referred to it 
by the National Executive. We desire to express our 
appreciation to members of the Council for their prompt 
co-operation at all times. 


During the year the Junior Advisory Council met on 
several occasions and many important matters affecting 
our junior organisation received attention. The Officers 
and members of the Council are to be congratulated upon 
the good work which has been accomplished since the 
organisation was established. 


Recently, representatives of the Maori Advisory Coun- 
cil from various parts of the Dominion met the National] 
Officers for the purpose of discussing a number of im- 
portant matters of mutual interest. 


Resulting from the discussions, a Maori Policy Com- 
mittee, consisting of the Maori members of Parliament 
and four representatives from each of the Maori elector- 
ates, was established, for the purpose of supervising the 
activities of the Maori organisation throughout the 
country. 

The new Committee has commenced its activities with 
keen enthusiasm, and all L.R.C.s are requested to render 
every possible support to our Maori colleagues in their 
respective localities. 


The following Branches have been registered since 
last Conference, and the L.R.C.s concerned are requested 
to ensure that every encouragement is extended to them: 


Belmont, Glen Brae, Green Bay, Hillsborough, Newton, 
Hurunui Women’s, Te Raukura Maori, and the following 
Junior Branches: Clive-Whakatu, Northcote, North Hast 
Harbour and Western Districts. 

In addition, the following Unions were affiliated and 
we extend a sincere welcome to them: 

Taranaki Painters’ and Marlborough 
Workers. 


Freezing 


JOINT COUNCIL OF LABOUR 


Several meetings of the Joint Council of Labour have 
been held since last Conference. The Council, which con- 
sists of representatives of the Federation of Labour and 
the Labour Party, meets to discuss matters of mutual 
interest to the Movement, and agreement on very im- 
portant questions has been reached. The good relation- 
ships which have always existed between our respective 
organisations contributes to the helpful nature of the 
discussions, and our appreciation is extended to the 
Kederation of Labour for their complete co-operation 
during the period under review. 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 


Many matters required the attention of the National 
Executive during the year. 

At the first meeting held after last Conference, it was 
decide that the report of the special finance committee 
be printed in pamphlet form for distribution to L.R.C:s, 
Branches and affiliations. 

The report on Guaranteed Prices and Dairy Products 
Marketing was also to be printed, but owing to unavoid- 
able delays it was not possible to publish the pamphlet 
until the Bay of Plenty By-Election. Additional supplies 
for distribution in rural areas will be available at an 
early date. 

At the quarterly meeting held in July, consideration 
Was given to a recommendation from the meeting of 
women delegates held just prior to last Conference, re- 
questing that a Women’s Advisory Council be established. 

After carefully reviewing all aspects of the question, 
it was decided that at the next meeting of women dele- 
gates, the opportunity be taken to advise members of a 
recommendation to Conference regarding the matter. 


At the same meeting a letter was received from the 
British Labour Party asking if it would be possible for 
New Zealand to be represented at a Commonwealth 
Labour Conference to be held in London in 1957. The 
Kixecutive decided that the Party would be represented 
by two delegates at this Conference. 

This matter was again discussed at subsequent meet- 
ings, when it was finally decided that, in view of all the 
circumstances, no delegates be sent from New Zealand. 
However, two members who have been prominently asso- 
ciated with the Party in Rotorua are at present in Eng- 
land, and the National Executive has arranged for them 
to attend the Conference as observers. 

At the October quarterly meeting, consideration was 
given to correspondence from several L.R.C.s regarding 
the early selection of Parliamentary condidates. 

In view of the impending changes in electoral boun- 
daries, the Executive decided that nominations for Par- 
liamentary candidates would be called immediately after 
the decisions of the Boundaries Revision Commission had 
been announced and all L.R.C.s were advised accordingly. 

At the same meeting, it was decided that a copy of 
the recently amended Electoral Act be forwarded to all 
L.R.C.s. Similar action was also taken in connection 
with the Electoral Regulations which were printed in 
March of this year. 

Alterations to the Electoral Boundaries created prob- 
lems in several districts, and at the February meeting 
it was decided to request the L.R.C.s concerned to re- 
constitute their respective electorates, where possible, 
prior to the annual meetings to be held in April. The 
changes also affected the residential qualifications of two 
Divisional Area Representatives who now reside just out- 
side their existing areas. As nominations for Executive 
positions had closed and ballot papers prepared for dis- 
tribution, it was decided that the election of Divisional 
Area Representatives be conducted on the old boundaries 
for the ensuing year. 


In accordance with a decision of last Conference, the 
Parliamentary Party presented to the National Executive 
a report on Defence and Compulsory Military Training. 
Members unanimously endorsed the report and authorised 
its release for publication. 

During the year a sub-committee was appointed to 
review the allowances and expenses of National Execu- 
tive members. The report of the Committee which has 
been approved by the Executive will be referred to Con- 
ference for endorsement. 

Regarding the selection of Parliamentary candidates, 
the Executive decided that its representatives on the 
Selection Committee would be National President, Nat- 
ional Secretary, and where practicable, the Divisonal 
Area Representative, together with the National Vice- 
President as deputy to act where necessary. 

It is intended to finalise the selections as early as 
possible after Conference. 


CONCLUSION 


The Nationalists have forfeited the right to govern. 
They have no policy. They have enjoyed what has been 
referred to as the greatest era of prosperity the country 
has ever known, but have proven themselves to be quite 
incapable of handling what they term ‘“‘the embarrass- 
ment of plenty.” 

These self-styled “businessmen” have demonstrated 
their inability to administer the affairs of the Dominion. 
In times which they claim are prosperous, they have 
borrowed millions from every available source both here 
and abroad at a record rate. 

Taxation, too, in a period of unparalleled borrowing 
and increased overseas income, is now almost double the 
highest ever reached by a Labour Government. 

In spite of a record income, the great mass of the 
people are worse off. On every hand costs continue to 
increase—food, clothing, housing, transport, production— 
but the Government either chooses to ignore the situ- 
ation, has no policy to cope with it, or just doesn’t care. 

A Government must face up to its responsibilities. 
The people are not prepared to tolerate the bungling 
inefficiency of the present administration much longer. 

Only a Labour Government, pledged to a policy of 
progress, security and prosperity for ALL can restore 
confidence to our people. 

Labour has faith in New Zealand. 

A. J. McDonald (National Secretary) moved and 
T. F. Doyle (Invercargill L.R.C.) seconded:—That the 
Annual Report and Financial Statements be adopted. 

Amendment.—G. N. McDonald (Otaki L.R.C.) moved 
and R. N. McDonald (Wadestown-Wilton branch) 
seconded:—That the following words be added to the 
paragraph dealing with Compulsory Military Training, 
“and that regret be expressed at the delay in releasing 
the statement.’’—Lost. 

Speakers.—N. R. Taylor (Wellington Central Branch), 
O. S. Cornes (Titahi Bay Branch), J. J. Crummey (N.2Z. 
Engineers’ Union), F. J. Fryer  (Roskill-Onehunga 
Branch), J. T. Moore (St. Albans Branch), E. W. Leipnik 
(Paekakariki Branch), Mrs. P. Baker (Roskill Branch), 
EK. V. Marriott (Bay of Plenty L.R.C.), D. N. Blight 
(Stokes Valley Branch), D. C. Goodfellow (Mt. 
Maunganui Branch), Mrs. L. N. Abel (Papatoetoe 
Women’s Branch), O. P. Liddell (Tauranga Branch), 
J. J. Tuohy (Manukau L.R.C.), Miss M. B. Howard 
(Christchurch East Branch), G. Forsyth (Auckland Care- 
takers and Cleaners’ Union), S. A. Whitehead (Nelson 
Branch), B. K. Arnold (Otago Hairdressers’ Union), 
S. H. Hughes (Gisborne Branch), M. W. Organ (Buller 
L.R.C.), I. E. Scott (Runanga Branch), J. A. Bateman 
(Miramar Branch). 

After the National Secretary had replied to the debate, 
the Annual Report and Financial Statements were adopted 
unanimously. 
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WOMEN REPRESENTATION ON NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE 


On behalf of the National Executive, the Secretary 
moved, and I. E. Scott (Runanga Branch) seconded:— 

“That provision be made for the election by and at 
each Conference of a woman representative on the 
National Executive.”’ 

Speakers.—Mrs. L. N. Abel (Papatoetoe Women's 
Branch), Mrs. J. E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union), 
Mrs. P. Baker (Roskill Branch), Miss M. B. Howard 
(Christchurch East Branch), O. S. Cornes (Titahi Bay 
Branch), Mrs. E. Harris (Wellington City Branch), W. T. 
Johansen (A.S.R.S.), J. Roberts (Timaru Waterside 
Workers’ Union). 

The Conference adjourned at 12.30 p.m. 


Second Session 
ee Conference resumed at 2.15 p.m. 


DEBATE ON WOMEN REPRESENTATION (Contd.) 


Amendment._-M. W. Organ (Buller L.R.C.) moved 
and J. B. Main (A.S.R.S.) seconded:—That the question 
of the election of a women’s representative on the 
National Executive be circulated amongst L.R.C.s, 
Branches and affiliations and the whole question be 
discussed and finalised at next Conference.—Lost. 

After the National Secretary had replied, the recom- 
mendation of the National Executive was adopted. 


MAORI POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT 


N behalf of the Maori Policy Committee, the Presi- 
dent, the Hon. E. T. Tirikatene, M.P., presented the 
following report:— 
MR. PRESIDENT AND FELLOW DELEGATES, 
TENA KOUTOU KATOA 


ITH a clear understanding of the dependence upon 
\ the wise and sympathetic legislation of a Labour 
Government the Maori Policy Committee brings to Con- 
ference the fraternal greetings of its Maori people. It 
joins the Great Labour Movement in extending to the 
family and relations of those Labour stalwarts who have 
passed “beyond the veil’ its sympathy and “arohanui 
at their passing. To mention a few, W. Paora, Auckland, 
District Nurse Maungatai Babington, Orakei, W. Whare- 
papa, Rotorua, M. Amohau, Rotorua, Pereene Huirama 
Tukariri, North Auckland, Henare Keefe, Akaroa. 

It states most emphatically that this is not a time 
of “resting on oars’ or reflect in the glory of Labour’s 
past achievements. The Maori Policy Committee looks 
to the Labour Party for a new outlook for the Maori 
people. The emergence from the period of his first con- 
tact with the pakeha, to his present position in society, 
demands review of the existing legislation affecting him. 
The restrictions placed on him then, with his natural 
resources available, are the same restrictions now. It 
is not intended to encourage the Maori to be a separate 
entity, but to qualify him to form an integral part 
of the citizenship of New Zealand. The Maori Policy 
Committee considers that the affairs of its people can 
be summarised under two headings: 

(a) Maori people; 
(b) Maori land. 

In view of the fact that the population of New Zealand 
is said to be about 3 millions in the next few years, 
the question is, which is the bigger? Time alone can 
answer this effectively. 

With regard to the former it is contended that 

(1) It is the policy of the Labour Party to appoint 
under Letters Patent Gaz. April 24, 1919, p. 1212, a 
Minister representing the Maori race on the Executive 
Council. Such Ministry to be distinct, with full powers 
and a vote from the Consolidated Fund for administra- 
tion purposes. 

(2) In view of its historical significance, and more 
particularly its influence on Maori Land Laws, and 
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pakeha-Maori relations, the day the Treaty of Waitangi 
was signed should be declared a public holiday. 

As to the latter 

(1) A sum of money should be set aside from the 
Consolidated Fund for the re-purchase of land to enable 
rehabilitation of Maori Multiple Titles. 

(2) Pursue a more vigorous Land Development Policy 
for developing Maori land. 

(3) Repeal of Act giving Local Bodies right to apply 
to Maori Land Court for a vesting order in the Maori 
Trustee for purposes of alienation, until a full enquiry 
or physical inspection of the land has been made by a 
competent representative and independent Board or 
Committee. 


MAORI REPRESENTATION 


The Committee reiterates that in view of world 
trends against the submergence of non-European minor- 
ities, it would be dangerous to suggest any deviation 
from the already existing basis of Maori representation. 
It would be unwise however, to discount the future of 
Maori representation, and consideration should be given 
to the increase of Maori representation in Parliament 
on the same proportionate basis as pakeha representa- 
tion. To implement this would be to make a closer and 
detailed examination of Maori voters. 


MAORI ORGANISATION 


The Committee suggests that an enquiry should be 
made into the liaison between L.R.C.s, branches and 
Maori voters to improve and co-ordinate Election Day 
organisation. 

In concluding this report the Committee wishes to 
place on record its appreciation of the valuable assistance 
given by the National Secretary and his staff, and more 
particularly the faith and concern of the President, Mr. 
Moohan, M.P., for his Maori people. In spite of the 
accepted loyalty of the Maori people to the principles of 
Labour his was a re-awakening of that vital interest. 
The Committee further stresses the need for constant 
vigilance on the part of all concerned, to ensure that the 
greatly increasing Maori race, does not become an 
economic problem to the community, with its resultant 
misunderstandings and unhappiness. In the eyes of the 
world New Zealand is proud of its achievements, ‘but it 
is an accepted fact that at the time when all may seem 
well, the greatest study must be made of all factors. 
Let me conclude with this quotation :— 

“He po kua moea, kua oho ake i te po, 
Kei te hurahura it te ata.” 

“A night has been slept, it awakens to the dawn, 
it unfolds to the morning.” 

The adoption of the report was moved by the Hon. 
EK. T. Tirikatene, M.P., and Seconded by M. R. Love 
(APC... 

Speakers.—_B. M. Otene (M.P.C.), B. Raukopa 
(M:.P:C.); P 'T. Watene (M.P:O,.), Mrs Il. M. Ratana, M.P. 
qi. BP. Paiked, MOP. 2d. Omans, ALP. 

After the Chairman of the Committee had replied, 
the report was adopted unanimously. 

Resolution.—The Hon. E. T. Tirikatene, M.P., moved, 
and Mrs. I. M. Ratana, M.P.,. seconded:— 

“That all members of the Maori Policy Committee, 
representative of the four Maori Electorates, pledge their 
loyal support to the New Zealand Labour Party and 
reaffirm their complete confidence in its Leaders, its 
principles and its policy. We renew our determination 
to again return four Maori Labour Members of Parlia- 
ment.’’—Carried Unanimously. 


MAORI REPRESENTATION ON NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE 


On behalf of the National Executive, the National 
President, WM. Moohan, M.P., moved, and W. T. Johansen 
(A.S.R.S.) seconded:—‘“That a Maori representative, 
selected by the Maori Policy Committee, be appointed 
to the National Executive with full rights and privileges 
of an Executive Member.’’—-Carried Unanimously. 


CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 


N behalf of the Credentials Committee the convener, 

R. Boord, M.P., presented the following interim 

report that the credentials of 316 delegates have been 
checked and found te be in order. They represent:— 


EES, cesennarecamensummmnaporensenctie 53 
Aen) cecentneersenccdateenncens 67 
Branebes  camucanmunner 209 
Pe i ee ees i3 


At the time of reporting, 30 accredited Delegates 
had not uplifted their credentials. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 


On behalf of the National Executive, the Secretary 
submitted recommendations for Conference Committees 
which, after a few alterations, were endorsed as follows:— 


SOCIAL SECURITY, HEALTH AND EDUCATION 
Remits 1 to 5 


Convener.—R. A. Keeling, M.P., Mrs. E. E. Barrett, 
J. A. Bateman, A. G. M. Callander, J. J. Crummey, 
Mrs. J. E. Donald, N. V. Douglas, Mrs. M. Dowse, Mrs. 
A. Edwards, A. E. Elgar, A. G. Goldsmith, Mrs. J. E. 
Holloway, Miss M. B. Howard, M.P., T. H. Harris, 
L. J. Kelly, Mrs. E. Leniston, Mrs. E. McMillan, M.P., 
Dr; H. B: €C. Milsom, Mrs; RR: Murdoch, Mrs, T: A: 
Rogers, W. Stirling, W. F. Thompson, Mrs. B. Wells, 
Mrs. F. Whitehead, J. H. Wilson. | 


POLICY COMMITTEE 

Remits 6, 7 and 8 
Convener.—H. Watt, M.P., J. B. Cotterill, M.P., Mrs. 
B. Crichton, T. F. Doyle, Mrs. V. A. Evans, F. L. Fen- 
ton, J. S. Firth, Mrs. D. R. Fraser, C. Goldfinch, Mrs. 
V. F. Grondin, J. Herlihy, B. J. Landers, R. M. Mac- 
farlane, M.P., J. B. Main, E. V. Marriott, G. J. Mur- 
ray, J. B, Nickles, N. G. Pickering, R. Vhomas, EH. T: 
Tirikatene, M.P., Mrs. E. Tongue, P. H. Weéith, 5S. A. 

Whitehead, J. Stock, Mrs. P. Baker. 


FINANCE AND INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 
COMMITTEE 


Remits 9, 10, 11 and 15 


Convener.—Hon. A. H. Nordmeyer, M.P., H. J. Allen, 
R. M. Barclay, Mrs. A. E. Beresford, R. Boord, M.P., 
N. J. Callaghan, J. I. Colligan, M. A. Connelly, M.P., 
P.. Dowse, Ie, FT. Kischer, W. A. Fox, MP., B. D. H. 
Gadd, Mrs. C. J. Harris, M. A. Hosking, W. T. Johan- 
sen, F. Johnston, N. E. Kirk, H. Thompson, G. N. Mc- 
Donald, H. C. MacNeill, F. O’Sullivan, T. Martin, S. A. 
Sanders, E. J. Hodgkinson. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND CO-OPERATIVES 
COMMITTEE 


Remits 12, 13, 14 and 16 


Convener.—J. Mathison, M.P., Mrs. L. N. Abel, W. 
Arnold, B. M. Arthur, G. F. Bartley, G. Brady, H. F. 
Callagher, W. J. Cuthbert, R. Barron, C. E. Davies, 
J. H. Geddes, D. C. Goodfellow, P. N. Holloway, M.P.., 
W. A. Hudson, M.P., Mrs. M. J. Liddell, O. P. Liddell, 
R. N. McDonald, Miss M. J. McLachlan, R. Mettrick, 
Miss A. W. O’Connor, Mrs. I. G. Saunders, J. S. Steven- 
son, P. T. Watene, A. B. West, R. Moore. 


JUSTICE, TRANSPORT AND LOCAL BODIES 
COMMITTEE 


Remits 17, 18, 22 and 23 


Convener.—J. H. Collins, E. A. Aiken, R. L. Bailey, 
J. Fitzwilliams, W. A. Fraser, J. B. Gilder, F. Hackett, 
M.P.,. BH. J. Keating; MP. Jd. B. Kent, MP. A, CC; P. 
Jeffares, W. C. McDonnell, R. McKenzie, J. Macpherson, 
H. G. R. Mason, M.P., E. Pearce, B. Griffiths, A. P. 
Ryan, HB. Podmore, G. Robinson, H., H. Satchell, P. O. 
Skoglund, M.P., H. G. Strang, Mrs. E. M. Ware, Mrs. 
I. M. Ratana, M.P., Mrs. FEF. M. Firth. 


ELECTORAL, HOUSING, LAND AND AGRICULTURE 
AND GENERAL 


Remits 19, 20, 21 and 24 

Convener.—H. L. J. May, M.P., W. T. Anderton, M.P., 
P. G. Connolly, M.P., J. G. Edwards, M.P., R. Evans, 
G. Glassey, G. A. Hansen, Mrs. A. Hart, V. C. Haines, 
A. J. Ingram, P. Kelliher, N. J. King, M.P, RK. Mac- 
donald, M.P., W. R. Mawson, R. Mitchell, L. A. New- 
dick, R. D. Reese, B. E. Richmond, A. L. Sanderson, 
Mrs. E. S. Satchell, I. E. Scott, J. C. Stewart, C. D. 
Whyte, J. P. Wyatt, R. E. Young. 


JUNIOR ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT 


On behalf of the Junior Advisory Council, the Presi- 
dent, Mr. R. A. Moore, presented a report regarding 
various matters dealt with by the Council during the 
year. 

At the conclusion of his address, R. A. Moore (Papanui 
Junior Branch) moved and B. Griffiths (St. Kilda Junior 
Branch) seconded:—-That the report be received and 
referred to the National Executive for consideration and 
any necessary action.—Carried. 

Speakers..__R. S. Leach (Christchurch North Junior 
Branch), P. O. Skoglund (Palmerston North L.R.C.). 

The Conference adjourned at 4.30 p.m. 


Third Session 


HE Conference resumed at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 
7, LOST, 
MINUTES 

The Minutes of the First and Second Sessions were 
read and adopted on the motion of A. J. McDonald 
(National Secretary) and seconded by H. J. Allen (N.Z. 
Workers’ Union). 

PLACE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

The following places were named as the venue for 
the 1958 Annual Conference:— 

Wellington, Napier, Auckland, Christchurch. 

On a vote being taken, Wellington was overwhelm- 
ingly endorsed as the place of next Conference. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
The Returning Officer, R. A. Keeling, M.P., reported 
that the ballot for the election of National President 
had resulted as follows:— 





es; DER ISOTE  eecuawawonvencewomws 98 
WI. MOONS — ccisscscccupeccrccs 413 
J. BS. SUCRE  receewsncecene 23 
EPEOLIAAL —— weennicevensnens 2 
536 


and declared Mr. Moohan re-elected as National Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Moohan thanked delegates for re-electing him 
to the important position of National President and 
assured delegates that he would do his utmost at all 
times to further the interests of the Movement. 

NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT 

The Returning Officer, R. A. Keeling, M.P., reported 
that the ballot for the election of National Vice-Presi- 
dent had resulted as follows:— 

1st Count 6th Count 





J. Dee ASELGIMATE — .nncnceo canes 13 

ne oo) 41 
es NE, TRIG cceerccneasnncvense 268 298 

Miss M. B. Howard = aie LS 
Te. ie TET semneserseiwenannndl 103 125 
we DEAT RISOR: —— secissnconemmnronens 70 142 

J POSTS  xenneemarnwam 39 

A. Waters .....u,acnoe 16 
(jaa) ee 2 Z 
567 567 


and declared Mr. Finlay re-elected as National Vice- 
President for the ensuing year, 
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WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE ON 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 


Nominations were invited for the election of a woman 
representative on the National Executive. The follow- 
ing nominations were received: L. N. Abel, P. Baker, 
E. E. Barrett, F. M. Bould, J. E. Donald, M. Dowse, 
D. R. Fraser, E. Harris, M. B. Howard, M. J. McLach- 
lan, T. A. Rogers, E. Tongue, M. E. Williams. 

The Returning Officer, R. A. Keeling, M.P., reported 
that the ballot for the election of a woman representa- 
tive had resulted as follows:— 

Ist Count 12th Count 





Me, Pe EL. dgsecencnaveivisnanecntoase 26 
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T.  RGTA  kerereccemencesem 4.4 
Mi DewWSe asics 63 
1, URS ASE veskcacsoeamarace 91 263 
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Ni: 33: HOWSIG 3 sesnsuenes L23 291 
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and declared Miss Howard elected for the ensuing year. 

Miss Howard thanked delegates for her election and 
assured them that she appreciated the confidence which 
had been placed in her as the first woman representa- 
tive to be elected to the National Executive. 


DIVISIONAL AREA REPRESENTATIVES 


The Returning Officer, A. J. McDonald, announced 
the result of the ballots for Divisional Area Represen- 
tatives and declared the following members elected for 
the ensuing year:— 


No. 1 Area—A. Hellyn. 

No. 2 Area—G. F. Bartley. 

No. 3 Area—J. B. Nickles. 

No. 4 Area—E. A. Waters. 

No. 5 Area—R. A. Keeling, M.P. 

No. 6 Area—B. E. Richmond. 

No. % Area—G. A. Hansen. 

No. 8 Area—J. A. Bateman. 

No. 9 Area—R. Evans (re-elected unopposed). 


No. 10 Area—T. Martin. 

No. 11 Area—P. H. Weith. 

No. 12 Area—F. Jones. 

No. 13 Area—J. P. Wyatt (re-elected unopposed). 


WELLINGTON REPRESENTATIVES 


On Tuesday, May 21, the Returning Officer, A. J. 
McDonald, announced the result of the ballot and declared 
the following elected:—H. J. Allen, P. Dowse, L. C. Hair, 
FF... J. Witts, M.P., H. li Js May, MP; Runner-up: J. H. 
Collins. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE EXPENSES 


On behalf of the National Executive the Secretary 
presented certain recommendations regarding the ex- 
penses and allowances for members engaged on Execu- 
tive business and for visiting L.R.C.s and Branches in 
the Divisional Areas. 

The adoption of the report was moved by the 
National Secretary and seconded by A. G. Goldsmith 
(Onslow L.R.C.). Carried. 

Speaker.—A. B. West (Rodney L.R.C.). 

MEETING OF FARMER DELEGATES 

On behalf of the meeting of farmer delegates, the 
Chairman, Mr. R. Evans, presented a report on matters 
dealt with at the meeting. 

At the conclusion of his address, R. Evans (Stoke 
Branch) moved and E. V. Marriott (Bay of Plenty 
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L.R.C.) seconded: “That the report be received and re- 
ferred to the National Executive for consideration and 
any necessary action.’—Carried. 


Speakers.—O. P. Liddell (Tauranga Branch), A. J. 
Ingram (Waikato L.R.C.), B. R. S. Waters (Balclutha 
Branch), H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union). 


AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION 


M. Moohan (National President) moved and A. J. 
McDonald (National Secretary) seconded:— 


“That the Constitution be amended to provide that 
the National Executive be reconstituted as follows: The 
National President, Vice-President and Secretary, to be 
elected at annual Conference, five members resident at 
the place where the National Office is situated, to be 
elected by annual Conference, one representative from 
each of the 13 Divisional Areas, to be elected by the 
Branches and affiliations within the areas concerned, 
one woman representative to be elected by annual Con- 
ference, and one Maori representative, to be appointed 
by the Maori Policy Committee.’—-Carried unanimously. 


REPORT OF THE HOUSING, ELECTORAL, 
LAND AND AGRICULTURE AND GENERAL 
COMMITTEE 


HE Report of the Housing, Electoral, Land and Agri- 
culture and General Committee was presented by 
the Convener, H. L. J. May, M.P., as follows:— 


Remit No. 19 


(a) That the question of Trust control of the liquor 
trade be subject to a referendum. 

(b) That the franchise be extended to 18-year-olds. 

(c) That proportional representation be introduced. 

(d) That only Party affiliations be shown on _ ballot 
papers for the General Elections. 

(e) That all elections be held during mid-week. 

(f) That a universal method of marking ballot papers 
be adopted. 

(¢) That the Parliamentary franchise apply to all Local 
Body elections. 

(h) That the Ward system in municipal elections be 
instituted. 





The Committee Recommends 


(a) That the remit be amended to read: 
That the ballot paper be as follows:— 
I vote for 
(1) Prohibition. 
(2) Continuance. 
If continuance is carried I vote for:— 
(1) Private Control. 
(2) Trust Control. 
(b) That this remit be rejected. 
(c) That this remit be rejected. 
(d) That this remit be rejected. 
(e) That this remit be referred to the Parliamentary 
Party. 
(f) That this remit be adopted. 
(g) That the principle of one man, one vote be approved. 
(h) That in view of the fact that local authorities 
already have the power to institute the Ward system 
no recommendation be made. 


Remit No. 20 


(a) That State house rentals be:— 
(1) Reviewed every five years. 
(2) Proportionate to the income of the tenant. 
(b) That Housing Allocation Committees be reviewed. 
(c) That the right of transfer without penalty by State 
tenants be recognised. 
(d) That the sale of State houses be discontinued. 
(e) That interest rates on table mortgages on house 
properties remain the same for full term of contract. 
(f) That State loans for housing be payable at the rate 
of 4 per cent per annum. 


(g) That on the birth of a first child, married couples 
be entitled to a house at reasonable rental or pur- 
chase price. 

(h) That British war servicemen contracted to the 
Dominion be entitled to similar privileges in regard 
to State houses as New Zealand servicemen. 

The Committee Recommends 

(a) That we re-affirm our 1956 policy that rentals of 
State houses be fixed to cover capital, maintenance 
and service charges only. 

(bo) That this remit be forwarded to the Parliamentary 
Party for action when they resume office. 

(c) That no recommendation be made as the point is 
covered in Section (a) of this remit. 

(d) That we re-affirm our 1954 policy on this question. 

(e) That this remit be rejected. 

(f) That the whole question of interest rates be referred 
to the Policy Committee. 

(g) That this remit be amended to read: That all persons 
requiring housing have their need satisfied at the 
earliest possible moment. 

(h) That we re-affirm our 1954 policy on this question. 


Remit No. 21 


(a) That fertiliser be made available to farmers at a 
flat rate at regional centres. 

(b) That the amount of exemption from death duties 
be increased in proportion to the appreciation of land 
values. 

(c) That the Dairy Products Marketing Commission 
Supply essential raw materials to dairy factories at 
an equated price. 

(d) That the Crown acquire large estates to enable 
suitably graded servicemen and young farmers to 

. be settled on the land. 

(e) That the price of wheat paid to the grower be equal 
to the cost of imported wheat. 

(f) That wheat producers be paid a price commensurate 
with the return obtained from other farm products. 

(g) That tobacco growers receive more encouragement 
from the Government especially in regard to im- 
portations from America. 

The Committee Recommends 


(a) That this remit be rejected. 

(b) That this remit be rejected. 

(c) That this remit be rejected. 

(d) That this remit be amended to read: That land be 
made available to suitably graded servicemen and 
young farmers on long-term tenures with right of 
purchase if desired. 

(e) That the question of a Guaranteed Price for wheat 
and the provision of diagnostic centres in the South 
Island be referred to the Policy Committee. 

(f) That the question of a Guaranteed Price for wheat 
and the provision of diagnostic centres in the South 
Island be referred to the Policy Committee. 

(g) That this remit be amended to read: That N.Z. 
tobacco growers receive more encouragement from 
the Government especially in regards to importations 
of manufactured tobacco. 

Remit No. 24 


(a) That British ex-servicemen completing post-war ser- 
vice with New Zealand forces be entitled to similar 
privileges as our ex-servicemen. 

(b) That all aliens be required to:— 


(1) Naturalise after three years’ permanent 
residence. 

(2) Take an oath of allegience to the reigning 
monarch. 


(c) That wider discretion be exercised with regard to 
the immigration laws and they be interpreted on a 
more humanitarian basis. 


(d) That the immigration policy be amended to ensure 
that 80 per cent of immigrants are of British stock. 
(e) That the policy in regard to the National Orchestra 


be revised to ensure that full use is made of the 
best local talent. 


(f{) That the New Zealand Broadcasting Service be con- 
stituted on a similar basis to the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation. 

(2) That the Commercial Broadcasting Service be ex- 
panded to ensure wider coverage, better service to 
advertisers, greater variety in programmes and wider 
opportunities for local talent. 

The Committee Recommends 

(a) That this remit be forwarded to the Parliamentary 
Party for consideration. 

(b) That this remit be rejected. 

(c) That this remit be referred to the Parliamentary 
Party for consideration, in view of the statement 
by the Joint Council of Labour on this question. 

(d) That this remit be amended to read: That with due 
regard to housing, employment, and other factors 
involved, we encourage the immigration of the best 
types of men and women who desire to come here 
giving preference to our kinsfolk from Britain. 

(e) That this remit be amended to read: That the 
National Orchestra ensure that full use is made of 
local talent commensurate with the maintenance of 
high musical standards. 

(f) That this remit be rejected. 

(¢) That this remit be amended -to read: That the ques- 
tion of the whole Broadcasting Service be referred 
to the Parliamentary Party for action on becoming 
the Government. 


Remit No. 19 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by A. Skinner 
(Cambridge Branch). 

Amendment.—H. G. R. Mason (New Lynn Branch) 
moved and J. W. Tubberty (A.S.R.S.) seconded: 

“That clause (f) be amended by deleting the word 
‘adopted’ and substituting the word ‘rejected.’—Lost. 

Amendment.—H. Watt (Onehunga L.R.C.) moved: 

“That clause B stand part of the report.’’—Lost. 

Amendment.—Mrs. E. E. Barrett (Royal Oak 
Branch) moved: 

“That clause D be amended to read: ‘That the can- 
didates’ names and Party affiliation be shown on ballot 
papers for all elections.’ ’’—-Carried. 

Amendment.—R. Boord (Ngongotaha Branch) moved: 

“That clause A be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party.’’—Carried. 

Speakers.—H. Watt (Onehunga L.R.C.), R. S. Leach 
(Christchurch North Junior Branch), Mrs. J. E. Donald 
(N.Z. Musicians’ Union), W. D. Southworth (Wellington 
Waterside Workers’ Union), J. G. Edwards (Napier 
Waterside Workers’ Union), R. S. Wilkie (Taita Branch), 
R. G, P. Lueas (Grey Lynn Branch), A, J.. Ingram 
(Waikato L.R.C.). 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 

The Conference adjourned at 12.30 p.m. 





Fourth Session 
nae Conference resumed at 2.15 p.m. 


REPORT OF THE HOUSING, ELECTORAL, LAND 
AND AGRICULTURE AND GENERAL COMMITTEE 
(Contd.) 

Remit No. 20 

The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by A. Skinner 
(Cambridge Branch).—Carried. 

Amendment.—M. A. Hosking 
moved :— 

“That clause (f) be amended to read: ‘That it be 
a recommendation to the Policy Committee that interest- 
free loans for housing be granted and that 4 per cent. 
of the capital loaned be repaid annually.’ ’’—Lost. 

Amendment.—A. B. West (Rodney L.R.C.) moved:—- 

“That the word ‘Capital’ in clause (a) be deleted 


(Marsden L.R.C.) 
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and the word ‘replacement’ inserted in lieu thereof.’’— 
Lost. 

Amendment.—R. N. McDonald (Wadestown-Wilton 
Branch) moved :— 

“That clause (a) 2 stand part of the report.’—Lost. 

Amendment.—D. C. Goodfellow (Mt. Maunganui 
Branch) moved:— 

“That clause (d) stand part of the report.’’—Lost. 

Speakers._-R. N. McDonald (Wadestown-Wilton 
Branch), EH. V. Marriott. (Bay of Plenty DL.R.C.), RK. G. 
Lucas (Grey Lynn Branch), A. B. West (Rodney L.R.C.). 


CHAIRMAN’S RULING CHALLENGED 


O. S. Cornes (Titahi Bay Branch) raised a point of 
order questioning the right of Conference Committees 
to recommend that remits be referred to the Election 
Policy Committee. 

The Chairman ruled that the adoption by Conference 
of a Committee’s recommendation met the constitutional 
position. 

The Chairman’s ruling was challenged by Mr. Cornes 
and four other delegates. 

After Mr. Cornes had stated his reason for the chal- 
lenge and the National President had given his inter- 
pretation of the constitutional position, the motion— 
“That the Chairman’s ruling be upheld’—on a card 
vote resulted as follows:— 

ee Oe te 426 
PSG ees eee ena 14 


Remit No. 21 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by Mrs. J. E. 
Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union). 


Amendment.—R. E. Young (Hobson L.R.C.) moved: 
“That clauses (a) and (c) be referred to the Policy 
Committee for investigation.’’—Lost. 


Amendment.—J. Fahey (Tuapeka Branch) moved:— 
“That clause (b) be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party for favourable consideration.” 
A card vote resulted as follows:— 
For the amendment ........ 119 
Against 
The amendment was lost. 
Amendment.—N. R. Shewan (Hamilton West Branch) 
moved :— 
“That clause (b) stand part of the report.’—Lost. 


Amendment.—H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union) 
moved :— 

“That clause (g) be amended by deleting the word 
‘manufactured’ and inserting the words ‘all forms of’ 
in lieu thereof.’—Carried. 

Speakers.—J. Fahey (Tuapeka Branch), P. Silva 
(Taupo Branch), A. J. Ingram (Waikato L.R.C.), M. A. 
Hosking (Marsden L.R.C.). 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Remit No. 24 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by I. E. Scott 
(Runanga Branch) .—Carried. 

The Report of the Housing, Electoral, Land and 
Agriculture and General Committee, as amended, was 
adopted, and the Convener and members of the Commit- 
tee thanked for their services. 


REPORT OF THE JUSTICE, TRANSPORT AND 
LOCAL BODIES COMMITTEE 


lee Report of the Justice, Transport and Local Bodies 

Committee was presented by the Convener, J. H. 

Collins, as follows:— 

Remit No. 17 

(a) That charges made by the legal profession be in- 
vestigated. 

The Committee recommends that no action be taken. 
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(b) That all conveyancing be done by the State. 


The Committee recommends that no action be taken. 
(c) That the name of a person charged with a crime be 
not published unless found guilty and convicted. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the National Executive for consideration and 
report. 

(d) That the provision of indeterminate sentences for 
habitual offenders be amended. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
(e) That no differentiation between Maori and pakeha 
involved in Court proceedings be published. 


The Committee recommends that the remit as printed 
be agreed to. 

(f) That more adequate protection for women and 
children from persons committing sexual offences be 
provided. 

The Committee recommends that the law be amended 
to provide more adequate protection for women and 
children from persons committing sexual offences 
by provision of deterrent sentences. 


Remit No. 18 


(a) That proven cases of tax evasion be treated as a 
eriminal offence. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be approved. 

(b) That it be mandatory for a Court when granting 
a divorce to distribute any assets. 

The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(c) That sponsored immigrants directed to essential ser- 
vices be required to fulfil their two year’s term. 


The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(d) That the granting of naturalisation be vested in a 
Parliamentary Committee, with right of appeal by 
the applicant. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 


(e) That the sale of liquor be liberalised in hours and 
places of sale in conjunction with a tightening up of 
the law with regards to drunkenness in public places 
and driving. 

The Committee recommends “That the sale of liquor be 
liberalised in hours and places of sale” be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party, and “That the 
law with regard to drunkenness in public places and 
in driving be tightened up” be supported. 

(f) That games of chance by recognised organisations 
for other than personal gain be permitted. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be approved. 
Remit No. 22 


(a) That the Transport Licensing Act be amended to 
facilitate the granting of licences to single operators. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for investigation. 

(b) That the Road Code be _ strictly enforced with 
efficient policing of highways. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be approved. 

(c) That capital investments on roads and railways 
be protected by no licences being granted for com- 
petitive road transport. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party. 

(d) That emphasis be placed on natural resources of 
coal and electricity for rail transport. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for favourable 
consideration. 

(e) That Sunday excusion trains be re-introduced. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be approved, 
subject to staff being available. 

(f) That all road making and maintenance outside city 
areas be done by the Ministry of Works. 


The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(g) That a suitable refrigerated cargo and passenger 
vessel be obtained for a regular and efficient Cook 
Island service. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party. 

(h) and (i) That the misuse of tax free petrol and the 
price of petrol be investigated. 


The Committee recommends that the remits as cymbined 
be approved. 


Remit No. 23 


(a) That Government properties other than _ Police 
Stations, Hospitals and Schools be supdject to local 
body rating. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be approved. 

(b) That the constitution of Power Boards be on a 
population basis. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for investigation 
into the constitution of Power Boards. 

(c) That the extension of discount as provided under 
the Rating Act be made to operate as from April 
1 instead of October 1 as at present. 


Ehe Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 

(d) That Local Bodies be encouraged to utilise sewerage 
and garbage as organic manures. 

The Committee has no recommendation to make. 


Remit No. 17 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by B. O. 
Griffiths (St. Kilda Junior Branch). 


Amendment.—J. G. Edwards (Napier Branch) moved: 

“That clause (b) stand part of the report.’”—Lost. 

Amendment.—Mrs. J.-E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ 
Union) moved:— 

“That clause (f) be amended by adding the following 
words, ‘including some form of corporal punishment.’ ’”’— 
Lost. 


Amendment.—N. E. Kirk (Hurunui L.R.C.) moved:— 

“That clause (e) be amended to read, ‘That race or 
nationality of persons involved in Court proceedings 
Should not be published.’ ’’—Carried. 


Amendment.—A. E. Elgar (Karori Branch) moved:— 
“That clause (c) stand part of the report.’”—Lost. 


Amendment.—H. F. Callagher (Auckland Laundry 
Workers’ Union) moved:— 


“That clause (f) be amended by deleting the words 
‘of deterrent sentences’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘of the best medical attention.’ ’—Carried. 


Speakers.—J. G. Edwards (Napier Branch), M. W. 
Organ (Buller L.R.C.), H. GR. Mason (New Lynn 
Branch), N. R. Taylor (Wellington Central Branch), 
Mrs. J. E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union), N. E. Kirk 
(Hurunui L.R.C.), A. E. Elgar (Karori Branch), J. 
Roberts (Timaru Waterside Workers’ Union), H. F. 
Callagher (Auckland Laundry Workers’ Union). 

The Committeee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Remit No. 18 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by Mrs. M. 
E. Williams (Waihi Branch). 


Amendment.—Mrs. P. Baker (Roskill Branch) moved: 

“That clause (b) stand part of the report.”—Lost. 

Speakers.—Mrs. P. Baker (Roskill Branch), F. J. 
Fryer (Roskill-Onehunga Branch), L. T. Fischer (Napier 
L.R.C.), Mrs. E. E. Barrett (Royal Oak Branch), S. H. 
Hughes (Gisborne Branch), O. P. Liddell (Tauranga 
Branch), I. E. Scott (Runanga Branch). 

The Committee’s recommendation was carried. 


Remit No. 22 


The adoption of the Committee’s - recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by J. J. Tuohy 
(Manukau L.R.C.). : 


Amendment.—H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union) 
moved :— 


“That clause (f) be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party.’’—Carried. 

Amendment.—J. Humphrey 
moved :— 

“That clause (c) be amended to read: ‘That capital 
investment on roads and railways be protected by the 
railways competing in road haulage with the private 
haulers.’ ’’—Lost. 


Speakers.—H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union), J. 
Humphrey (Mangakino Branch), E. V. Marriott (Bay 
of Plenty L.R.C.), M. A. Hosking (Marsden L.R.C.). 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Remit No. 23 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 
was moved by the Convener and seconded by S. A. 
Whitehead (Nelson Branch). 


Amendment.—N. E. Kirk (Hurunui L.R.C.) moved:— 
“That clause (a) be amended to read: ‘That Govern- 
ment properties be subject to rates.’ ”’—Lost. 


Amendment.—R. Boord (Ngongotaha Branch) moved: 

“That clause (a) be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party for investigation.’”—Carried. . 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 

The Report of the Justice, Transport and Local 
Bodies Commiteee, as amended, was adopted, and the 
Convener and members of the Committee thanked for 
their services. 

The Conference adjourned at 5.25 p.m. 


Fifth Session 


Te Conference resumed at 7.30 p.m. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPORT 


N rising to present the report of the Parliamentary 

Labour Party, the Rt. Hon. W. Nash received a 
most enthusiastic welcome, accompanied by musical 
honours. 

The report read as follows:— 

This year’s report covers the Second Session of the 
Thirty-first Parliament. The Session was divided, the 
House meeting from April 4 to May 10 and from August 
7 until October 26. The earlier period was covered in 
last year’s Report, so that we are now concerned with 
the second and major part. (This year, for the first time 
since 1954, there has been no early Session, and the 
House is not scheduled to meet until Tuesday, June 11.) 

It is sad. to have to record the passing since last 
Conference of a member of the Parliamentary Party 
and of four former members—Angus McLagan, Charles 
Boswell, James Thorn, Charles Chapman and Catherine 
Stewart. The great record in both the political and 
industrial wings of the Movement held by the late Angus 
McLagan is well known. His exceptional knowledge of 
all matters relating to industrial legislation and his 
brilliance in debate have been keenly missed by the 
Party. Angus was a member of the House for some 
ten years, a member of the Legislative Council for 
four years, and a Minister of the Crown for six years. 
He rendered splendid service to the Labour Movement 
and New Zealand. 

James Thorn had an especially long record of work 
for the Movement, being for many years editor of the 
“Maoriland Worker” and the “New Zealand Worker,” 
and at various times President, Vice-President and 
National Secretary of the Party. He was a member of 
Parliament for 11 years (1985-46), and later was for 
three years New Zealand’s High Commissioner’ to 
Canada, during which period he served as the Govern- 
ment representative at the United Nations, and Chair- 
man of the Economic and Social Council, where he estab- 
lished a very high reputation. 

Charles Chapman was first elected to the House in 


(Mangakino Branch) 
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1928 and served continuously for 26 years until his re- 
tirement in 1954, and throughout that time he gave able 
and conscientious service. 

Charles Boswell was elected to Parliament in 19388, 
serving for five years, and later represented New Zea- 
land with credit as Minister to the U.S.S.R. from 1944 
to 1949. 

Catherine Stewart, who won the Wellington North 
seat in 1938 and continued as a member until 1948, 
rendered excellent service to the Party, particularly in 
subjects related to women. 

To the relatives of these late colleagues we extend 
deepest sympathy. 

Consequent upon a by-election in the Riccarton con- 
stituency after the passing of Mr. McLagan, the Parlia- 
mentary Party welcomed to its ranks Mr. M. A. Con- 
nelly. We congratulate him on the excellent vote he 
obtained and hope that he will have many years of 
service ahead. . 

Our thanks are due to the National Secretary and 
his staff and, to the Executive of the Federation of 
Labour for courtesy and co-operation extended over the 
past year. 


THE 1956 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION 


Altogether, 133 Bills were introduced during the 
Session—116 Public, 14 local and three Private. All 
but eight Public Bills and two Local were passed. Apart 
from Local Bills, four Bills were introduced by Labour 
members. They were:— 

Crimes Amendment (Mr. Anderton) regarding ‘‘Capi- 
tal Punishment’’—referred to in last year’s Report. 

Decimal Coinage (Mr. Mason)—referred to Public 
Petitions M to Z Committee, which recommended most 
favourable consideration. 

Physical Welfare and Recreation Trust (Mr. Hollo- 
way )—lapsed. 

Gaming Amendment (Mr. Boord)—lapsed. 

In general, while the volume of legislation was large, 
there were not many items of great consequence. Many 
important matters that were debated last Session were 
based on or associated with legislation. (These topics 
and the more important pieces of legislation will be 
discussed later in this Report.) The total volume of 
business considered was very extensive, and due to the 
undertaking by the Government to provide for the 
scheduled Colombo Plan Conference to meet in the Legis- 
lative Chamber, many late sittings resulted. These im- 
posed considerable strain on members, and they were 
certainly not conducive to the thorough examination 
that should be accorded to Parliamentary business. 

One example is that which occurred on October 9 
and 10 when the House was dealing with Departmental 
Estimates. In asking for urgency, the Prime Minister 
indicated that he would be satisfied if progress to a 
certain point was made. However, as the debate de- 
veloped and the House went off the air at 10.30 p.m.. 
the Prime Minister decided to push through all the 
Estimates he had set down, no doubt deeming it ex- 
pedient that those for the Department of Industries 
and Commerce, which concerned especially potato 
prices and price control, should be considered while 
the House was not being broadcast. The result was that 
the House sat from 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9, 
until 2.50 p.m. on Wednesday, 10th, over 24 hours, and 
then resumed again at 3.30 p.m. During the course 
of this sitting the closure was imposed three times. 
The Budget 

The principal feature of last year’s Budget—a sub- 
stantial increase in taxation—was not apparent to many 
at first reading or hearing. That fact is now fully appre- 
ciated by taxpayers, to their consequent sorrow. 

In presenting the Budget, the Minister disingenuously 
said that there would be no further tax reductions, 
giving the impression that the rates would remain un- 
changed from the previous year. Then later it was 
discreetly mentioned that the rebate on income tax was 
to be reduced from 20 per cent. to 10 per cent., the 
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maximum rebate being reduced from £75 to £40. This 
represents a general increase of 124 per cent. in the 
comparative amount of tax payable by an individual, 
with a maximum increase of £35, assuming his assess- 
able income remained the same as the previous year. 

Two aspects of this increase were particularly 
examined and criticised by Labour speakers—the distri- 
bution of the burden over the taxpaying community and 
its apparent economic intent. 

Distribution: The method adopted placed the greatest 
weight on those taxpayers in the lower income groups. 
A reduction in rebate of up to £35 is a much heavier 
impost on those with smaller incomes than those with 
larger incomes, to whom the £35 maximum might repre- 
sent in many cases only a very small part of their total 
tax payment. 

Of the total estimated increase of £3,500,000. 
£2,800,000 would be found by those with an assessed 
tax of up to £399, and only £700,000 by those with 
an assessed tax of £400 and over. 

Greater benefit for those on higher incomes and the 
greater weight on the lower income levels is consistent 
with the policy of the present Government. 

Economic Intent: The apparent intention of the 
Minister was that the increase should have a deflationary 
effect by withdrawing an estimated £3,500,000 from pur- 
chasing power that would otherwise have been avail- 
able. Opposition speakers pointed out that this anti- 
inflationary or deflationary effect would follow only if 
the extra sum collected was used to reduce Government 
indebtedness at the Reserve Bank and so withdrawn 
from circulation. Further, we contended that it was 
entirely unnecessary. The Minister was budgeting for 
a surplus of £3,700,000 in any case—he could have used 
that or some of his previous year’s disclosed surplus, 
or both, to reduce indebtedness at the Reserve Bank 
with equal effect. 


Finally, what a remarkable thing it was that a Gov- 
ernment which has constantly affirmed its guiding prin- 
ciple in taxation to be “‘to leave as much as possible of 
the people’s earnings in the pockets of those who earned 
them” should as an act of deliberate policy in its Bud- 
get—not from any needs of revenue—increase income 
tax by £3843 million to decrease the people’s purchasing 
power by that amount. 


The Budget claimed, as Government speakers regu- 
larly claim, that this Government has reduced taxation. 
This is nonsense. It has reduced the rates of taxation 
in some particulars, as it could well afford to, but it has 
greatly increased the actual amount of taxation ex- 
tracted from the people. In 1949-50, the last financial 
year for which Labour was responsible, total taxation 
was £135,560,000; in 1955-56, total taxation was 
£244,730,000, an increase of well ovér £100 million. In 
its first six financial years, the Nationalist Government 
has collected about £520 million more in taxation than 
was collected in the previous six years, the average 
annual increase being over £86 million. Taxation per 
head has increased from £72/1/1 in 1949-50 to £113/17/2 
in 1955-56. 

A wide range of financial subjects was covered by 
Labour speakers in the debate—interest rates, over- 
seas and domestic borrowing, prices, and the credit 
Squeeze—and these matters were again raised in the 
combined Imprest Supply-Land and Income Tax Annual 
Bill debate held later in the Session. On this occasion 
the Party moved an amendment to restore the income 
tax rebate to 20 per cent. with a maximum of £75, but 
the amendment was lost by 38 votes to 30. 


LEGISLATION 
Workers’ Compensation Bill 


This was a large consolidating measure which also 
incorporated many amendments. The Bill had been 
first drafted some 18 months previously and had re- 
ceived lengthy consideration by the Labour Bills Com- 
mittee, during which 46 amendments to the original 


draft form were made. Many of these amendments were 
the result of efforts made by Labour members of that 
Committee. 

In debate on the Bill, Labour speakers emphasised 
that while the consolidation was very necessary and 
improvements had been made, much yet remained to 
be done. It was urged that full wages, not a proportion, 
should be paid to an injured worker. Attention was 
also drawn to the alarming number of industrial acci- 
dents in New Zealand and to the little-known fact that 
since 1945 more man-hours have been lost because of 
accidents than through industrial disputes. 


In committee the Party moved five amendments—on 
Clause 3, to provide that a, worker who dics on the job 
from heart disease should, under certain conditions, come 
within the provisions of the Act; on Clause 5, to cover 
workers injured travelling to and ftr»m work; on Clauses 
11 and 17, to improve the terms vf compensation for 
injury; and on Clause 18, to give the Court power to 
include cases of hernia within the benefits of the Act 
if it. thinks fit, 


All these amendments were defeated. 
Dairy Products Marketing Amendment 


This was a very important Bill which made signific- 
ant changes in the constitution and functioning of the 
Dairy Products Marketing Commission. 

There were four major purposes in the Bill—the 
reconstruction of the Dairy Products Marketing Com- 
mission, the creation of a new Dairy Products Prices 
Authority, a new provision for the disposal of any 
annual surplus achieved from the sale of butter and 
cheese, and the establishment of a Dairy Industry Loans 
Council. 


The Dairy Products Marketing Commission as estab- 
lished under the Labour Government in 1947 comprised 
three representatives of the Government, three repre- 
sentatives of the dairy industry, and an independent 
chairman. This body controlled marketing and also 
fixed the guaranteed price each season. The Act now 
passed provides for separation of the marketing and 
price fixing functions. 


The new Commission controlling marketing is to com- 
prise three representatives of the Government, two re- 
presentatives of the Dairy Board, and two persons elected 
at the annual conference of the Dairy Board, the Chair- 
man to be elected by these seven persons from one of 
their number. Clearly this arrangement will povide a 
four to three producer majority. 


The new price fixing authority is to comprise the 
seven members of the Marketing Commission, another 
appointed by the Government—thus giving the industry 
and the Government four representatives each—and a 
chairman to be appointed by the Government with the 
approval of the Dairy Board. 


On these two provisions Labour speakers stressed 
the advantages of one body handling both price-fixing 
and marketing (pointing out that the Commission pro- 
vided for in 1947 had rendered excellent service). Atten- 
tion was drawn to the potential dangers of producer 
control in a field so vitally concerning our whole economy 
and in which public money could be involved. 


Even more important was the new provision for 
price fixing and for the disposal of any annual surplus 
contained in Clauses 11 and 12. The Authority is to 
fix the costs of production within a month from the 
beginning of each season, the price to be paid in the 
first season to be not less than 95 per cent of those 
costs, and in subsequent seasons to be not less than 95 
per cent of the maximum price in the immediately 
preceding season. Clause 12 enables the Commission to 
pay out any surplus realised on a year’s trading. 

The effect of this latter could be to destroy the basis 
of the guaranteed price as it was originally conceived 
by turning it into little more than an annual floor price 
which cannot fall by more than 5 per cent per season— 
but any surplus can be paid out. 


The Party moved to refer the Bill to a special select 
committee of the House, to ensure a complete investiga- 
tion of all factors involved. This was defeated on a 
division. In the Committee stages of the Bill, the Party 
moved two amendments to Clause 11 designed to restore 
two provisions previously required to be considered in 
price fixing which had now been excluded—viz.: 

“The general standard of living of persons generally 
engaged in the dairy industry in comparison with the 
general standard of living throughout New Zealand”; 
and 

“The promotion of the general economic stability of 
New Zealand.” 

Both these amendments were defeated. 

The whole question of Labour’s policy on guaranteed 
prices and the dairy industry was the subject of a 
special report to Conference last year by a sub-committee 
and that report will be the basis of a pamphlet shortly 
to be published. 


Electoral Bill 


The electoral laws were consolidated and amended last 
year and the Bill was considered by a select committee 
constituted for that purpose. The numerous technical 
provisions and requirements relating to elections were 
in many cases simplified and rewritten. There were 
some amendments that will affect election day practice 
and these should be studied by-branches and L.R.C.’s. 

Of particular note were the constitutional provisions 
of the BiJl—provisions relating to the life of Parliament, 
method of voting, the constitution and order of reference 
of the Representation Committee, the age of voting, 
division of the total population into electorates, and the 
tolerance of 5 per cent in fixing boundaries. It was 
enacted that these six provisions should not be altered 
except by a 75 per cent. vote of the total membership 
of Parliament or by referendum. 

This does not bind Parliament. Under our constitu- 
tion Parliament is sovereign and no Parliament can bind 
its successors. The purpose then of these “reserved” 
or entrenched provisions, which the Party supported, is 
to provide a moral obligation that will serve to perman- 
ently protect the fundamentals of democracy. 


Electricity and Gas Co-ordination Bill 


This Bill was rushed through very late in the Session 
and there was insufficient time for its proper considera- 
tion. This view was shared by the President of the 
Electrical Supply Authorities Association, Mr. Rennie, 
who expressed the Association’s keen disappointment at 
the lack of time it was given to discuss the legislation 
before it was introduced. 

The main objective of the Bill was to provide machin- 
ery whereby money will be extracted from users of 
electric power to compensate owners of gas undertakings 
acquired by electric power supply authorities. The total 
cost it was stated would be a little under £5 million. 
Because of its doubts as to the wisdom of the Govern- 
ment proposals, its opposition to the means and the 
lack of time available for consideration, the Party op- 
posed the committal of the Bill. The motion was lost. 


OTHER TOPICS 


The Parker Case and Equal Pay 


On August 29 it was announced in the Press that a 
woman public servant, a Mrs. Parker, had been reduced 
in salary by the Public Service Commission subsequent 
to an appeal to the Public Service Tribunal against an 
appointment. The appeal was allowed and later Mrs. 
Parker had been appointed to the position at a lower 
salary then she was previously being paid. A motion 
to adjourn the House that afternoon to discuss this 
matter was moved by the Party. Eventually it was 
agreed to take the discussion the following day, a course 
which gained extra time for the debate. Prior to this 
however the Government attempted to evade the issue 
on the pretext that it did not ‘involve the administrative 
responsibility of the Government,” as required under 
Standing Orders, but that of the Public Service Com- 
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sission. This manoeuvre was rejected by the Speaker. 

During the course of the debate the Prime Minister 
also moved an amendment in an attempt to focus the 
discussion on the independent character of the Public 
Service Commission. The moving of such an amendment 
to a motion for the adjournment of the House to discuss 
a matter of urgent public importance was quite unpre- 
cedented, but was permitted by the Speaker on a strict 
interpretation of the Standing Order. The Speaker 
however felt that the moving of such an amendment was 
contrary to established practice and discussions are pro- 
posed for further examination and if necessary amend- 
ment of the Standing Orders to ensure that the desired 
practise is provided for. 

In essence the issues concerned in the case were 
these :— 

Mrs. Parker, a public servant of considerable merit, 
qualifications and experience, appealed against the ap- 
pointment of a junior male cadet in her department. 
The basis of the appeal was in protest against dis- 
crimination in the Public Service against women—not 
only because of unequal pay for equal work but also 
because of the related barriers raised to women in the 
basic grade (Class VI) before they can attain the top 
salary in the Class which is the maximum automatic 
point of promotion. The automatic maximum was then 
£735 p.a. and the figures used are those then pertaining. 

A male entering the Public Service in Class VI could 
progress by automatic steps to £735. But a female 
could advance automatically only to £600. To go beyond 
that she would have to be specially recommended, and 
She could then advance up to £640 p.a., to progress 
further another special recommendation would be neces- 
sary giving the right to then move automatically up to 
£695; to advance over £695 to the top of the basic grade 
at £735, the figure to which all males could automatically 
advance without hindrance, required yet a third special 
recommendation. The importance of the automatic maxi- 
mum to public servants is that it determines seniority. 
.Hence any male on, say, £400 would, with his automatic 
maximum of £735, be senior to any woman on say £650 
with an automatic maximum of £695. 

Three barriers, at £600, £640 and £695 existed for 
women. Their practical effect was to create three new 
classes, for women only, within Class VI. To test the 
legality of this several women public servants appealed 
against the appointments of junior male cadets. Because 
of her particular merits Mrs. Parker won her case. The 
Public Service Commission responded by giving her the 
job of the cadet concerned at his salary which was 
£460, whereas her previous salary had been £695 p.a. 
This move appeared to be contrary to established Public 
Service procedure whereby a successful appellant is ap- 
pointed at the salary of the position concerned in the 
appeal unless he or she is already receiving remuneration 
in excess of that salary. The latter clearly applied in 
this case. 

Subsequent to the debate in Parliament Mrs. Parker 
was restored to her former job and salary (still with 
an automatic maximum of £695) pending negotiations 
on all questions involved. There in uneasy compromise 
the matter rests. One can appreciate the dilemma before 
the Public Service Commission. The Parker case was 
a test case and they faced the prospect of the entire 
junior male recruitment programme being imperilled. 
An impossible situation had arisen and, as was sheeted 
home in the debate, the responsibility clearly rested on 
the Government. 

In 1945 under the Labour Government the Public 
Service Commission agreed in principle as a party on a 
consultative committee comprising itself and the Public 
Service Association, “that reward for services should 
be based on job content without sex discrimination.” 
It was only from 1947 that women were able to enter 
the Clerical Division of the Public Service and the prob- 
lems illustrated by the Parker case did not arise before 
Labour relinquished office. 

Two questions, one concerning the Service alone and 
one national, have now to be faced. Firstly, since 
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permanent careers in the Public Service are available to 
women, in fact are advertised, no discrimination against 
them by way of either pay or promotion can be justified. 
Secondly, the general application and the principle of 
equal pay for equal work must be considered. On this 
point we reiterate Labour’s policy as expressed in 1954— 
to 

“Emcourage a progressive reduction in the margins of 
pay between men and women until the ideal of equal 
pay for equal work for the job is attained.” 

Undoubtedly there are problems associated with the 
implementation of this principle—especially because of 
the effects of an increased supply of money as income, 
unrelated to increased production. It has been estimated 
that its introduction in the. Public Service would cost 
between £2-3 million annually, and national application 
would cost between £238-25 million. We believe that 
equal pay should be introduced by gradual stages to 
spread this extra cost. 

The attitude of the present Government is one of lip 
service to the principle but a pronounced reluctance to 
make any move to effect it. They appear determined 
to do nothing until private enterprise does something. 
Yet many overseas countries have already introduced 
equal pay in their civil service (the U.S.A., France, 
Canada, the U.S.S.R. and now Britain are examples) 
and we affirm that there is no reason why the Govern- 
ment should not give a lead. 


The Rongotai Contract 


The scandal associated with an earthmoving contract 
in the Rongotai scheme was first raised for debate 
by the Party on the Legislative Dept. Estimates, a 
move that surprised and embarrassed the Government. 

On August 6, 1955, the Minister of Works had 
announced that tenders would be called for the removal 
of over 1,000,000 yards of spoil from Rongotai Terrace. 
On September 24 he said that all five tenders received 
had been declined because they were too high. Then 
on October 12, the Minister announced that a contract 
for this job, to the value of £190,000 had been arranged 
with a company which proposed to use a conveyor belt 
system. 


There were several points of interest about this 
airangement. Firstly, no new tenders had been called, 
secondly the company concerned had only been formed 
on October 10, two days before the contract was 
announced, and thirdly the company had no previous 
experience of earthmoving work, let alone the particular 
system they proposed to operate. 


For various reasons the contract was soon floundering. 
At the end of the twelve months period scheduled, 
less than one-fifth of amount of spoil had been shifted 
and the company was in serious financial difficulty. Its 
collapse was for a time staved off by an expedient 
Whereby the Ministry of Works bought the equipment 
involved and hired it back to the company on a rental 
basis. 


These matters were fully probed in debate and so 
unsatisfactory was the Government’s defence that the 
Party subsequently moved to have a full investigation 
made by the Public Accounts Committtee of the House— 
a request to which the Government felt obliged to accede. 
The Committee investigated as thoroughly as it could 
in the limited time then available. The Government | 
members of the Committee professed themselves as 
satisfied—the Opposition members were not satisfied, 
but the Prime Minister refused a request that the 
Committee be permitted to continue its enquiry into 


the Parliamentary recess. 


The contract, and the whole question of the Rongotai 
scheme was also raised in debate on the N.Z. National 
Airways Amendment Bill. This measure removed 
limitations on the Corporation’s power to borrow. It 
was intended, of course, to enable N.A.C. to finance 
a new fleet of Viscount aircraft and the Opposition 
pointed out that the delay in completion of Rongotai, 
now inevitable, was likely to involve the Corporation 
in considerable financial loss. 


From all this discussion several particular points 
emerge: 

The decision to proceed with the Rongotai scheme 
was taken by this Government in 1950 and it was 
taken without an appreciation of the fundamental limita- 
tions of Rongotai as an airport and of the fact that 
Paraparaumu would have to be developed as a supple- 
ment to Rongotai at a further cost of £1,000,000. 

The Government was concerned not to disturb the 
site of the Miramar Golf Links. Hence the plan adopted 
involved placing the terminal buildings in an unsuitable 
area and insufficient thought given to the terminal re- 
quirements. 


Delay in calling for the services of an international 
expert, Mr. Borgeson, and further delay in deciding to 
implement his report, will greatly lengthen the time 
of the scheme’s completion, add to its cost and involve 
N.A.C. in a financial loss, owing to inability to use 
the Viscounts at the aerodrome. 


As for the earthmoving contract, the decision to let 
it to this particular company was taken by the Minister 
of Works. It is amazing to learn that a contract of this 
size—involving altogether £205,000 of public money— 
could apparently be decided by the Minister alone with- 
out reference to the tenders board. 


Mercer Steam Station and Coal Supply 


It had been reported in the press that a difficulty had 
arisen in negotiations for the supply of coal to the new 
Mercer steam generating station under construction be- 
cause of the “discovery” of a contract held by a sole 
distributor for the principal private coal company con- 
cerned. This important question was raised by the 
Party on the Estimates for the Electric Supply Account. 

- The facts of the matter were in brief that some 
two-thirds of the coal necessary to supply the Mercer 
Maramarua mine, the remainder being derived from the 
State Mines at Huntly. The owners of the Maramarua 
mine, Glen Afton Collieries (a subsidiary of the N.2Z. 
Dairy Company), had a contract with a certain firm 
as their sole distributors which it was stated provided 
the latter with a commission on every ton of coal sold 
station was to be obtained from the privately owned 
other than the very small proportion actually used by 
the N.Z. Dairy Company. It had been estimated that 
on the scale of coal supplies needed such commission 
might amount to over £30,000 p.a. The question was 
posed by the Party—was the Government going to pay 
this commission? 


Many and varied were the Government’s replies. The 
Minister in Charge of the State Hydro Electric Depart- 
ment said first that the Government would pay a 
market price for the coal and any commission payable 
was a matter between the colliery and its agent. This 
reply avoided the obvious fact that a substantial com- 
mission could be included in a “market price.” The 
Prime Minister confused the issue by saying that the 
Government had not. agreed and would not agree to 
pay commission on coal to anyone. He said “there 
wasn’t a tittle of truth in the allegations’’—he denied 
everything, emphatically. Then the Minister of Labour 
and Mines arose and said that this contract existed 
(and that it was no business of Members), that the 
State would pay the lowest possible price for coal 
without commission being paid, that existing legal con- 
tracts would have to be honoured and that it was 
entirely wrong to say that any commission would be 
paid to anyone. Had these remarks been set to music 
they would have passed as Gilbert and Sullivan. 

From these confused and contradictory statements 
serious questions emerged. Did the contract agreement 
for commission exist? If so, was its existence known 
before final decisions were taken on the siting of the 
station relative to the potential coal supply? If not, 
why were all such factors not investigated thoroughly 
beforehand? Would commission on the tonnage likely to 
be involved amount to around £380,000 a year? And, 
since the State is to extract the coal itself, why should 


any private individual take a levy from the public, 
for doing nothing? 

The Party believed that these questions and the 
Ministerial contradictions and evasion exhibited were 
such as to warrant investigations and moved to reduce 
the vote until an enquiry was held. However, the 
Government rallied its voting machines and the motion 
was lost. 


Subsequently, on December 4, the Minister of Mines 
announced that an agreement had been reached that 
provided for a variation of the existing contract between 
Glen Afton Collieries and its distributor which would 
eliminate any agency commission from coal supplied 
to the Mercer Station. 


Nelson Railway 


A petition was presented to Parliament by the Presi- 
dent of the Nelson Progress League and over 11,000. 
others asking that demolition of the Nelson Railway 
cease the line be reopened and all services reinstated 
and that early attention be given to decision on a route 
linking Nelson with the South Island main trunk. 


Because of the extent to which demolition had by 
then proceeded the first two points were not practicable 
but the select Committee which heard the petition 
supported the third objective. Debating the Committee’s 
Report the Party reminded the Government of the 
National Party’s pledge in 1949 that it would continue 
the railway to Murchison and reiterated our own policy 
of 1954 to do this and to begin consultations concerning 
the connection of Nelson with the South Island railway 
system. 


Report of the Monetary Commission 


The Commission’s Report was considered late in the 
Session but the time then available was too short for 
a full discussion. Overall matters of finance have been 
eovered in the report of the Party’s Finance Policy 
Committee which will be considered by this Conference. 


The Party commended the exhaustive scope of the 
Commission’s Report and the wealth of economic, 
financial and statistical information provided, but made 
it clear that it was not satisfied with the present monetary 
control policy and that there were several important 
recommendations with which it strongly disagreed. 
Principally these were the advocacy of higher interest 
rates and the recommendation that these rates should 
be ‘freed’; the conclusion that expenditure on housing 
should be curtailed and the recommendation that New 
Zealand should join the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank. We approved the recommendation 
that the Government must accept final responsibility 
for financial policy—not to pass it over to the Reserve 
Bank and other bodies. The Commission’s view was that 
it was the function of the Reserve Bank to give effect 
to the monetary policy of the Government as com- 
municated to it by the Minister of Finance and that 
in the case of any disagreement between the Bank and 
the Government the Bank was to give effect to a decision 
of the Government conveyed to it in writing by the 
Minister of Finance. This, of course, was the case under 
the Labour Government but it was amended in 1950 by 
the present administration. 


The Party also re-affirmed its belief that the State 
should be the sole authority for the issue of credit and 
currency. The Commission had obtained an opinion 
from the Solicitor-General as to whether trading banks 
were infringing the prerogatives of the Crown in issuing 
credit. His opinion was, in summary, that the Royal 
prerogative “relates primarily if not exclusively to 
the regulation of the coinage.’ The conclusion was 
that the trading banks were within their rights. 


No doubt they are—the question is rather, whether 
they ought to be. For the Report later quoted Geoffrey 
Crowther’s “An Outline of Money” that the unique 
function of the banker is “ the provision of a 
convenient mechanism by which people can make pay- 
ments to each other without having to walk around to 
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each other’s houses with bags of coin and in providing 
this mechanism he also provides or ‘creates’ money 
itself.” 

From this opinion it is evident that the whole process 
of bank credit has developed as a substitute for the coin- 
age. The prerogatives of the Crown derive from medieval 
times but the practice of modern banking is said to date 
from the 17th century, and the relations between the two 
have not been properly defined. It appears clear that a 
practice has developed which is a substitute for the 
Royal prerogative and the rights of the Crown could 
therefore be extended to cover it. 

To say that the State should be the sole authority 
for issue of credit and currency does not mean that it 
should be the sole agent for such issue. However, the 
question of private shareholders in trading banks ob- 
taining large profits from the issue of credit which is a 
major part of the national money supply has been con- 
sidered by the Party’s Finance Committee. 

Two or three other items in the Monetary Commis- 
sion’s Report deserve mention. Firstly, in reviewing the 
wartime policy under Labour, the Report observed that 
“a remarkable and commendable feature of New Zealand 
war finance was the relatively minor use of bank credit 
by the Government” “It’s record of war finance 
as a consequence compares favourably in this respect 
with that of any other country.” Secondly, the Commis- 
sion was critical of the present Government’s policy or 
lack of policy in the years 1950-54 especially, when infla- 
tionary forces in the economy were allowed to get out of 
control although the dangers inherent in the situation 
were quite evident. Thirdly, the contention that wage 
increases are the chief cause of inflation, very popular in 
business circles, was not supported by the Commission’s 
analysis. It considered the root of our inflationary prob- 
lem to be failure to achieve a balance between private 
and public savings on the one hand and capital invest- 
ment on the other. While wage increases had contri- 
buted directly and indirectly to the inflationary process 
over the past twenty years “in general they have been 
the result of other and more fundamental inflationary 
forces.” 

That bears out what has always been Labour’s opinion 
—that it is wages chasing prices and not the other way 
about. 


Potato Prices 


The great shortage of potatoes last year turned that 
formerly humble vegetable into a rare and costly gem. 
Earlier the Minister of Industries and Commerce had 
announced that he would take action through the Price 
Control Division if potato prices rose over 9d. per pound. 
In fact they went far above that figure but nothing was 
done by the Minister or the Government. On the esti- 
mates for Industries and Commerce—which took place 
during the twenty-four hour sitting referred to earlier— 
the Party moved to reduce the vote “as an indication 
that the Government should have taken action to protect 
the public from unnecessarily high prices for potatoes 
and other essential foodstuffs.” On a division the motion 
was lost. 


Kaingaroa Logging Company 


The complex transactions involved in this semi- 
private, semi-public company were probed on the BEsti- 
mates for Works and Forest Service. 

During the year it was discovered that the State had 
made an investment of £99,999 in this Company without 
any money being voted by Parliament for that specific 
purpose. Continual and consistent questioning by Party 
members brought to light the fact that huge sums of the 
taxpayers’ money had been made available to this com- 
pany without the knowledge of Parliament or the people. 

As at 3lst March, 1956, of the capital of £100,000 to 
be subscribed by the State and the Tasman Pulp & Paper 
Co. on a 50/50 basis, the Government had bought 99,999 
£1 shares and the Tasman Co. only held one share. 

The company had been given the use of another 
£1,300,000 of State-provided money, mainly for the pur- 
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chase of equipment. Not one penny of this large sum 
of £1,400,000 had actually been voted by Parliament for 
this specific pupose. For all the country knew the money 
was being voted for the State Forest Service. 

Furthermore, the provisional directors of the Company 
consisted of four public servants and one representative 
of Tasman. During the period the Company received 
added assistance in the form of services from the Forestry 
Department, and at a time of a severe credit squeeze 
was allowed to draw on bank overdraft to the extent of 
£75,000. 

In the first balance sheet which showed a loss, there 
was a heavy writing down of assets in the form of de- 
preciation. After continued pressure by Party Members 
in the House the balance sheet was reluctantly produced, 
and the Minister revealed that moneys, other than share 
capital provided for the Company, would be secured by 
a debenture carrying an interest rate of 4 per cent. This 
rate is much below the current rate for debenture in- 
terest. 

Since Ist April, 1956, the directorate has been changed 
to allow for Tasman Pulp & Paper Co. to have a majority, 
even though this company only has a 50/50 shareholding. 
The recently published annual report and balance sheet 
of the Tasman Company shows that in the financial year 
ending 31st October, 1956, Tasman had _ borrowed 
£3,100,000 from the Government and had _ invested 
£862,000 in the Kaingaroa Logging Company. No mention 
has been made of a debenture interest rate, although the 
Government Loan must have been at an interest rate of 
43 per cent. or more. 

All funds supplied to the Kaingaroa Logging Com- 
pany have thus been derived from Government sources 
and the situation is one which merits continued investi- 
gation. 

Here, as in other fields of public contracts mentioned 
earlier, many important questions remain. Why was it 
considered necessary to form this company rather than 
let the Forest Service do the job itself? What advan- 
tage has a private company over the Forest Service in 
undertaking the necessary logging operation, other than 
perhaps providing the private interests in the Tasman 
Co. with some proportion of any profits from logging 
through Tasman’s 50 per cent. share? And why should 
this be made possible with public money ? 


Financial Assistance to Private Schools 


A petition was presented by the President of the Holy 
Name Society seeking for all private schools that may 
wish it a just and equitable disbursement from the public 
revenues to meet the cost of secular education. The 
petition was considered by the Education Committee 
which made no recommendation. 


A great deal of evidence was adduced both in support 
of and in opposition to the petition. In view of the con- 
siderable division existing among the Churches on this 
question, the Committee’s decision was prebably the only 
one practicable at the time. It does not solve the prob- 
lem but until there is a greater measure of agreement 
among the parties primarily concerned a satisfactory 
solution does not appear possible. 


Nuclear Weapons Tests 


Another important petition was presented seeking the 
cessation of nuclear weapon tests and general disarma- 
ment. The Public Petitions A-L Committee recommended 
most favourable consideration of this petition. 


Both requests, especially the first, would commend the 
widest measure of support in our country and in most 
other countries. The difficulty lies in attaining satisfac- 
tory international agreement to effect them, with mutual 
guarantees and safeguards. The general goal of world 
disarmament has long been the subject of international 
negotiation and some progress has been made. But it is 
essentially related to the international scene as a whole 
and a major setback occurred late last year with the 
crises in the Middle East and Hungary. 

The cessation of nuclear tests is a more specific prob- 
lem. Given mutual agreement it might be possible to 


achieve this more limited objective and overtures to this 
end have been made. A safeguard was that it was pos- 
sible to detect nuclear explosions of any significant scale 
and so observation of any such agreement could have 
been verified without the problems of full inspection 
arising as in the case of general disarmament. The Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom, however, has recently 
said that scientists now believe nuclear testing can be 
carried out which could not be detected. If this is so 
then the question of halting tests cannot be separated 
from the overall problem of disarmament. 

The Party’s policy is to support the prohibition by in- 
ternational agreement of the use of the hydrogen bomb 
and all other weapons of mass slaughter and destruction. 
We support, too, the appeal of British Labour for post- 
ponement of scheduled British nuclear tests for a limited 
period to enable a fresh initiative to be taken towards 
attaining effective international agreement. 


External Affairs 


The crisis in the Middle East, then developing, was 
the principal subject of a short debate on International 
Affairs held in August. However, the Prime Minister did 
intimate early in his speech that as a result of the Com- 
monwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference from which he 
had shortly returned, the Government was entering into 
a full-scale review of New Zealand’s defence commit- 
ments and requirements. He said that our obligation 
to provide a division ‘does not seem to be so necessary 
now and I think we shall have to find a much smaller 
force in a high state of readiness in the future.” No 
details have yet been announced by the Government. 
Labour’s defence policy has already been published and 
is attached to this Report. 

The nationalisation of the Suez Canal by Egypt on 
26th July, touched off a major crisis that had been im- 
pending for some time. It has two fundamental causes 
—first, the Arab-Israeli political, racial and religious dis- 
pute which has remained in a state of simmering tension 
since a practical truce ended full-scale war in 1949 (there 
was no peace treaty); secondly, the presence in the 
Middle East of the world’s largest known reserves of 
oil. While the first is on all accounts serious enough, 
it would be primarily a regional problem but for the 
second factor. It is that more than strategic consider- 
ations, although they play a part, which explains the 
degree of international involvement. For the British Com- 
monwealth especially there is also the vital factor of 
sea communication through the Suez Canal. But again, 
by 1955 two-thirds of the freight passing through the 
Canal was oil. 


One may set the beginnings of the present crisis 
earlier than the nationalisation of the Canal last year— 
to September, 1955, when Egypt entered into an agree- 
ment to buy arms on a substantial scale from Czecho- 
Slovakia. The results of this agreement were to heighten 
Arab-Israel tension, start a Middle East arms-race and 
to enable a rapid extension of Soviet influence in Egypt 
which completely transformed the situation. It may be 
pertinent to reflect that this was probably less a sudden 
switch of Soviet than of Egyptian policy, since we can 
Safely assume that the Soviet would ever be ready to 
expand its influence in this vital region. What is striking 
is not that the Russians were prepared to supply arms 
and economic aid, but that the Egyptians (and also the 
Syrians) were prepared to accept it. It marked a de- 
cisive step in the increasingly anti-Western policy of 
Nasser’s Government. The strategic effect of this dip- 
lomatic coup was to enable the Soviet bloc to by-pass 
the Baghdad Pact, a regional organisation involving 
Britain, Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Pakistan, the ‘northern 
tier” states, which had functioned as something like a 
miniature N.A.T.O. in the Middle East. So began a period 
of intensive diplomatic manoeuvring in which, no doubt, 
power politics were fully played on all sides. 

It is not possible within the confines of this report to 
analyse the complex political and legal matters involved 
in the nationalisation of the Canal—-a detailed account of 
the numerous international agreements made since the 


project began in 1856 was presented in the debate last 
year. Suffice it to say that there are good grounds for 
arguing that Nasser did not exceed his legal powers un- 
der international law, especially as he offered to compen- 
sate the Suez Canal Company and as (under the 1856 
Convention) the Canal was to revert to Egypt in twelve 
years’ time. But there are equally good grounds on 
which his action can be condemned as morally wrong, 
on which it can be claimed that the users of the Canal 
(since they provide its revenue) have a right to a say 
in its management and for objection to a vital interna- 
tional passageway being at the mercy of every shift in 
the foreign policy of the Egyptian Government. 

We should be under no illusions as to the nature of 
that Government. It is a military dictatorship which, 
because the regime preceding it was even worse, seems 
for the moment to enjoy popular support. It appeared 
to be far more concerned with adventure abroad, chiefly 
preparation for the extermination of Israel, than with 
the pressing problems of indescribable poverty at home. 

We must also remember the desperate plight of Israel, 
a small nation of nearly two million people in an area 
less than 8600 square miles, much of which is desert. 
They are surrounded by Arab countries of far greater 
size and potential wealth, which refuse to recognise Israel 
as a sovereign State and are determined to encompass 
its destruction. The state of Israel was created after the 
Second World War—it gave the Jewish people a national 
home or perhaps returned it to them. Through desire to 
placate the Arabs, the Western nations in the past have 
occasionally been a little ambiguous on the question of 
Israel’s rights. But we must realise that we cannot com- 
promise over Israel’s existence. 

Our Parliamentary session had concluded when Israel 
attacked Egypt, and shortly after, Britain and France 
intervened. Almost simultaneously occurred the tragic 
Hungarian uprising, soon ruthlessly crushed by Russian 
forces. The Parliamentary Party held a special meeting 
on 8th November and issued a statement, which read in 
part.— 

“The Party recognises the inability hitherto of the 
United Nations to maintain the terms of the armistice 
in the Middle East and to compel compliance with its 
decisions. 

“We appreciate to the full the magnificent contribu- 
tion that Britain has previously made to world peace and 
to the extension of democratic government. 


“We regret, however, the action of the United King- 
dom, in co-operation with France, without consulting the 
other members of the British Commonwealth and without 
reference to the United Nations, in taking aggressive ac- 
tion against Egypt. Equally do we regret the action of 
Israel, Egypt and Jordan in launching attacks on one 
another. 


“We condemn aggression by any country that violates 
the territory or independence of others. We deplore the 
brutal, ruthless attacks of Russia on the citizens of 
Hungary in their struggle for independence. 


“It has always been the policy of the Party to sup- 
port the United Nations as the only hope for maintaining 
world peace. We agree with the Canadian resolution to 
establish a United Nations force and we support every 
possible step to strengthen the United Nations Organis- 
ation. We urge the United Nations to consider the es- 
tablishment of a permanent force to be in readiness to 
enforce decisions made by the Security Council of the 
General Assembly.” 

We reiterate the principles and position contained in 
this statement. 

The events in the Middle East and in Hungary over 
the last nine months caused a general deterioration in 
international relations that will take much time and 
negotiation to repair. Not since the Indo-China crisis in 
1954 had the situation been so alarming. Gradually now, 
tension is easing. 


In the Middle East the major task is to achieve a 
settlement which is both just and acceptable to the par- 
ties concerned. That may prove to be the greatest test 
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yet for the practical application of the principles of in- 
ternational arbitration. 


Leaving aside the more technical details, the funda- 
mental requirements appear to be—firstly, a compromise 
over the Suez Canal which will respect the sovereignty 
of Egypt, the. rights of user nations and the right of 
Israel to navigation without hindrance through Suez and 
in the Gulf of Aquaba; secondly, a guarantee of Israel’s 
frontiers and recognition on the part of the Arab nations 
of Israel’s right to peaceful existence. Thirdly, a con- 
certed effort on an international scale to resettle the 
400,000 odd Arab refugees who remain as a legacy from 
the initial creation of Israel. The existence of these re- 
fugees has for too long poisoned Arab-Israel relations. 
A solution is essential to reduce Arab hostility and bit- 
terness. To these a fourth point might be added—that in 
any international settlement and guarantees of frontiers 
we seek to include the Soviet Union. This is a matter 
of realism. Like it or not, the Soviet Union is in close 
proximity to the region and has consequent interests in 


it. Any settlement that completely excludes the Soviet 


will have all the less chance of lasting. 


Conclusion 


Major problems loom ahead, problems relating especi- 
ally to our external trade and the development of our 
domestic economy. 


Since the end of the Second World War and more 
particularly from 1950 until 1955, New Zealand enjoyed 
high and continually rising prices for exports. Over the 
last two seasons, prices for dairy produce, especially, also 
for meat, have fallen substantially. The situation is very 
different from that which existed when the bulk purchase 
agreements were ended a few years ago in favour of 
“free marketing.” Dairy produce has been adversely 
affected by increased production in the United Kingdom, 
greater exports from other suppliers and competition 
from margarine; while’ in the case of meat, our beef 
exports have also suffered from increased British produc- 
tion and from a revival of Argentina’s exports. 


In these circumstances it is worth recalling what was 
stated on Marketing and Guaranteed Prices in the Par- 
liamentary Party’s Report two years ago:— 


“In view of the prospects for our internal economy, 
it may be timely to look back to the principles which 
were the basis of the guaranteed price scheme estab- 
lished by Labour. Labour’s objective for the farming in- 
dustry was to ensure the payment to the farmer of a 
price for his production that would cover all his working 
expenses (including a guaranteed minimum wage for his 
employees) and secure for him an income in accordance 
with the time, skill, energy and experience he expended 
in production. Labour believed that the income of the 
farmer should not be dependent on clever dealing, tricky 
practices, fortuitous windfalls or speculation inland. Those 
principles are as valid today as ever they were. The danger 
lies in the fact that the overall policy, including recipro- 
cal trade agreements, bulk purchasing and stabilisation, 
of which guaranteed prices were a part, has been virtu- 
ally destroyed. The major breach was in the policy of 
the Government which fostered an orgy of speculation 
in farm lands. The worst effects of this irresponsible 
action by the National Government (and already much 
harm has been done) may lie in the future. Land prices 
soared to fantastic heights, and there remain, distorting 
the whole basis of the farming cost structure. They 
threaten the whole conception of the guaranteed price 
scheme. The second breach occurred with the agreement 
of June, 1952, under which the full realisation from ex- 
port sales were to be paid out to the farmers—thus de- 
parting from the original conception that in years of 
good prices moneys should be set aside in the building up 
of a reserve fund against the day when there were major 
price falls. Labour opposed this agreement, warning that 
the higher the payout the greater the fall, and that exist- 
ing payouts were reflected in land prices and so in mort- 
gages. It was pointed out that the Dairy Commission 
was now empowered to pay out more than realisations 
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from current sales.” On this basis the Commission is 
now paying out large sums in excess of receipts. 
“We believe that the farmer is entitled to receive a 
price for his product that will recover: 
Interest on his capital; . 
Maintenance of his farm and stock; 
Payment for labour; 


Every other cost essential to efficient production; 
and in addition to receive a return for his own services 
not less than that paid for other similar services essen- 
tial to the maintenance of the economy of our ceuntry. 

Guaranteed prices and orderly marketing are the most 
logical, economic and financial means for ensuring a con- 
tinued and just return to dairy and other farmers. They 
cannot properly be operated if the producers take all that 
is in the market when prices are high and expect the 
community to take the losses when prices recede. 

Guaranteed prices are still the best method of ensuring 
that the competent farmer is fully paid for his services to 
the country. The Party, after a thorough examination 
of the present position and immediate future, should take 
whatever steps are necessary, in co-operation with the 
farmers, to ensure a sound economic return for the in- 
dustry in the years ahead.” 

Largely because of a rather fortuitous increase in 
wool prices, lower return from dairy produce and meat 
have not been fully reflected in our total export income. 
We would be wise to realise, however, that market pros- 
pects are uncertain and that the years of phenomenally 
high prices appear to be over. In this situation New 
Zealand must watch the level of overseas reserves and 
husband them carefully. It is a regrettable fact that 
because of the profligate policies of the National Party 
Government our reserves are by no means large. Esti- 
mates of an adequate level in these terms vary from six 
months’ purchase of imports (as stated by the Monetary 
Commission) to eight months (estimated by the Depart- 
ment of Industries and Commerce). That would mean on 
present figures, that our reserves should be something 
over £120 million. Instead the present level as at 17th 
April it not quite £98 million. That is at a peak of the 
export season and the level may be expected to decline 
considerably over the later part of the year. 

We are now at the point where a major re-assessment 
of our whole trading policy is called for—as the trade 
delegation in London is at present discovering. There is 
no doubt that the United Kingdom will remain our prin- 
cipal market both for exports and imports, but we must 
make a greater effort to develop alternative markets for 
exports, dairy produce especially. | 

More attention to market research, better marketing 
techniques (such as pre-packing of meat) and better 
integrated transport from producer to consumer, will be 
required. 

Domestically New Zealand faces over the next two 
decades a major challenge in development. On present 
rate of growth it has been estimated that our population 
will exceed 3,000,000 by 1975, and that the labour force, 
or working population, will be augmented by an addi- 
tional 360,000 persons. Allowing for probable require- 
ments of primary and servicing or tertiary industries, it 
is estimated that some 125,000 will remain to be absorbed 
in manufacturing industries. This would mean an in- 
crease of 623 per cent. over the number at present em- 
ployed in manufacturing and would involve nearly doub- 
ling the average annual increase since 1946 in the manu- 
facturing labour force. Because of our limited industrial 
resources it is probable that the bulk of the expansion 
necessary in manufacturing will be in industries process- 
ing imported raw materials. 

The need for more imported raw materials, and the 
greater population to supply at home, also means that an 
increase in primary production will be necessary. If our 
population increases by 50 per cent. then our export in- 
come will have to increase likewise to sustain and im- 
prove our standard of living. 

From this brief outline it is obvious that if the needs 
of New Zealand’s expansion are to be met, an increase in 
both primary and secondary production is necessary. 


That will require far-sighted policy, planned and orderly 
development, wise use of available resources, maximum 
stability in internal price levels, and careful use of ex- 
port income and overseas exchange—in short, some long- 
term thinking. That will not be provided by this “go 
and whoa” Government. Its whole record shows it to be 
without a clear overall policy. It has revealed procras- 
tination, sudden reversals and last-ditch improvisation. 
It abandoned import control, reverted to exchange con- 
trol, then returned to free importing, then imposed the 
credit squeeze. It is impossible to develop long term 
planning, public or private, under a policy of such fluctu- 
ating short-term expedients. 


But the political trend shows that the days of the 
present Government are numbered. The by-elections in 
Riccarton and more recently in the Bay of Plenty clearly 
revealed that the electorate has lost confidence in the 
Government. The Riccarton vote showed too that what- 
ever temporary attraction Social Credit may have exer- 
cised has failed to withstand a closer scrutiny of their 
assertions. In both elections Labour achieved an ex- 
cellent vote. 


The task of the Party now is to give final shape to 
our policy, in accord with economic and social needs, and 
to prepare the Party’s organisation for the coming Gen- 
eral Election. The prospects were never better. I believe 
that the end of this year will once more see a Labour 
Government in office. 

Mr. Nash concluded his report amidst prolonged 
applause. 


The adoption of the report was moved by the Rt. 
Hon. W. Nash and seconded by Mrs. E. E. Barrett 
(Royal Oak Branch).—Carried unanimously. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


The Rt. Hon. W. Nash submitted a report on remits 
which had been forwarded to the Parliamentary Labour 
Party for consideration by the 1956 Conference and a 
statement on Defence and Compulsory Military Train- 
ing. 

The remits as set out below have been considered 
by the Parliamentary Labour Party, the members of 
which make the following submission with regard 
thereto (the text of the remit referred is first set out 
and is then followed by the report of the members 
slightly indented) :— 

Remit No. 6: Paragraph (a) 

That the State take over and/or control— 

1. The inter-island sea service; 

8. International airports; 

9. Television; 

11. Passenger and goods transport competing with 
the Railways. 


Report 


6 (a) 1. That a full report be obtained to ascertain the 
most efficient method of transporting passen- 
gers and freight between the North and South 
Islands and that no further action be taken 
until this report has been fully examined. 


6 (a) 8. International airports in New Zealand are 
already under the control of the State. 


6 (a) 9. The Party has already announced its policy 
in connection with the introduction of a tele- 
vision service. The members believe that such 
a service shall be controlled in a manner simi- 
lar to the present National Broadcasting Ser- 
vice. 


6 (a) 11. The subject of competition by private or- 
ganisations with the Railways could come up 
for consideration in a later Parliament, but it 
is not considered expedient, necessary or de- 
Sirable that all forms of transport should be 
taken over by the State. The present Licensing 
Authorities provide reasonable safeguards to 
ensure economic and fair charges and service 
to the public. 


Paragraph (b) 

That comprehensive six-year plans on primary pro- 
duction, secondary production and services be formu- 
lated. 


Paragraph (c) 


That the ten-year provincial plans be revived. 
Report (b) and (c) 

The principles of these remits are approved for action 
as opportunity may occur. 
Paragraph (d) 

That electricity charges by Power Boards be placed 
on a more reasonable and equitable basis. 
Report (Remit No. 6) paragraph (d) 

The question of charges for electric power is due for 
consideration by Parliament, and the Party members 
will endeavour to apply the principle proposed. 


Remit No. 7: Paragraphs (c), (d) and (e) 
Paragraph (c) 


That a system of personal financial assistance for 
orphans be introduced. 


Report 


The Parliamentary Party will, where necessary, ex- 
tend the provisions of the Social Security Act with a 
view to ensuring that all orphans are cared for in accord 
with the welfare traditions of the Labour Movement. 


Paragraph (d) 


That financial assistance be provided for the cultiva- 
tion of indigenous culture. 


Report 


It would be helpful if the premoters of the remit 
would extend the information on the subject to enable 
a careful examination to be made as to the extent of 
the proposal behind the remit. 


Paragraph (e) 


That legislation to encourage savings by persons for 
heme endowment purposes be investigated. 
Report 

The policy of the Party has always been to assist 
home ownership where necessary, and the investigation 
proposed will be pursued. 

Note: During last session of Parliament a system to 
encourage saving towards costs of houses and home 
ownership was introduced through the Post Office 
Savings Bank. 


Remit No. 8: Paragraph (d) 


That the suppression by force of the legitimate 
nationalist aspirations of any people be opposed. 
Report 

The members of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
have noted the proposal, which is in accord with the 
principles and policy of the Labour Movement. 


Remit No. 10 


That the Parliamentary Labour Party be requested 
to report to the National Executive on the external 
commitments and obligations of the Government with 
a view to determining any modifications and alterations 
necessary in the present defence and military training, 
and whether a referendum on the question should be 
taken before any alteration is made. 

Report 

A full report on this subject has already been made 
by the Parliamentary Labour Party to the National 
Executive. 

Remit No. 11: Paragraph (f) 

That provision be made in the State housing scheme 

for— 

1. Single persons. 

2. Widows living alone. 
Report 

This proposal is in accord with the principles of the 
Party and will be fully supported. 
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Remit No. 12: Paragraph (b) 

That State Advances limits for housing loan y»ur- 
poses be adequate. 
Report 

This proposal will be supported by the :members of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party. 


Remit No. 13: Paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) 
Paragraph (a) 

That voting at General Elections be— 

1. Compulsory. 

2. Conducted under the preferential system. 

Report 

The Party does not consider that any further change 
than those already provided under the 1956 Electoral 
Acts on these subjects should be made. As veferred to 
in its Report, the Party in general supported the pro- 
visions of the Electoral Act. There are no provisions 
in the Act for compulsory or preferential voting. 
Paragraph (b) 

That all political parties be represented on _ the 
Boundaries Revision Commission. 

Report 

The 1956 Electoral Act provides for representation of 
the two Parties now in Parliament. 
Remit No. 13: Paragraph (c) 

That any reduction in the number of South Island 
electorates be opposed. 
Report 

The members of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
support the present method of determining electoral 
boundaries in accord with the provisions of the 1956 
Electoral Act. There is no provision for preferential 
tretment of either Island, New Zealand being accepted 
as one electoral unit. 

Paragraph (d) 

That the electoral boundaries be so arranged to en- 
sure that the Party receiving the largest vote should 
have the greater number of seats. 

Report 

As mentioned in the report of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party already submitted to Conference the Party 
supports the general principle of first past the post, and 
does not consider that any alteration should at present 
be made in the provisions of the Electoral Act on this 
subject. 

Remit No. 13: Paragraphs (e) and (f) 
Paragraph (e) 

That Royal Commission Reports be tabled in the 
House immediately the reports have been submitted. 
Report 

The Party supports the principle but considers that 
the remit should provide as follows:— 

“That the report of Royal Commissions be tabled 
in Parliament as soon as practicable after the reports 
have ‘been submitted to the Government.” 

Paragraph (f) 

That the system of Local Body rating be a matter 
solely for the ratepayers in the area concerned. 
Report 

This principle has already been noted and approved 
by the members of the Parliamentary Labour Party. 
Remit No. 14: Paragraphs (c), (e) and (f) 

Paragraph (c) 

That the Security Police as at present be abolished. 
Report 

That as soon as practicable enquiry be made into 
the present policy, with a view to its determination or 
amendment. 

Remit No. 14: Paragraph (c) 


That sentences advocated in the Morals Report be 
adopted. 
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Report 
The report has been considered by Parliament, and it 
does not at present appear necessary to make any further 
decisions. 
Paragraph (f) 
That the laws relating to the supply of liquor to 
juveniles be tightened up. 
Report 
The proposal has been noted for action as opportunity 
may occur. 
Remit No. 15: Paragraphs (c), (d) 1 and 2, (e) and (f) 
Paragraph (c) 
That fees for jury service be increased to the basic 
wage. 
Report 
Approved in following proposed amended text:— 
“That fees for jury service be not less than the 
minimum wage.” 
Paragraph (d) 
That the Hit and Run Act, 1921, be amended to 
provide :—. 
1. That the maximum compensation payable to be in- 
creased from £1000 to £2500. 
2. For a more resonable period of notice of intention 
to claim. 
Report 
There does not appear to be any such Act but it is 
proposed to examine the legislation, and history of its 
operation, and to recommend action as considered to be 
required. 
Paragraph (e) 
That persons accused of a major crime and acquitted 
be compensated for financial loss incurred. 
Report 
That the existing law be examined with a view, if 
necessary, to amending the legislation to piace the re- 
sponsibility where it should properly lie. 
Remit No. 16: Paragraphs (a), (b) and (ce) 
Paragraph (a) 
That where service involves more than one local ‘body, 
Metropolitan Boards be established. 
Paragraph (b) 

_ That Transport and Drainage Boards amalgamate 
with the City Council in the cities where such boards 
exist. 

Paragraph (c) 

That greater representation be granted to Local 
Bodies on Fire Boards. 
Report 

It is recommended that remits 16 (a), (b) and (c) 
be examined by competent Party members of Local 
Authorities for report to the National Executive and the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 
Paragraph (d) 

That Local Bodies be granted greater authority in 
controlling present and future owners of property with 


regard to the use of their property and buildings erected 
thereon. 


Report 


That until the Town Planning Legislation has been 
completed and the necessary powers given for bringing 
planning into effect, we recommend:— 


That Local Authorities should expedite the planning 
of the areas under their jurisdiction, with a view to 
facilitating most efficient and best social use of the land 
and buildings. 


Remit No. 18: Paragraph (b) 


That where there is no rail link, maximum fares and 


freight charges on road services be the Same as the 
Railways. 


Report 


No action is recommended at present, but transport 
charges are continuously under examination, and the 
Party in Parliament will watch the position with a view 
to ensuring equity for users of all forms of transport. 


DEFENCE AND COMPULSORY MILITARY 
TRAINING—LABOUR’S POLICY 


1. The Labour Party will promote the most effective 
defence of New Zealand. 

2. The policy covers our obligations to— 

(a) Our own people in New Zealand; 

(b) Our tellow members of the British Commonwealth 
and all associated with it; 

(c) Our allies; and 

(d) Last, but not least, our obligations taken under 
the Charter of the United Nations. 

3. Arising from our obligations are our commit- 
ments—the part we play in shouldering our share of 
Commonwealth Defence. 

4. On attaining office, the Labour Government will 
assume full responsibility for all known defence commit- 
ments already made. 

5. Since 1949 our defence commitments have been such 
that the present Compulsory Military Training Scheme 
was essential to ensure their implementation—in par- 
ticular with regard to the Army. 

6. We have now reached the stage when the number 
of men trained and posted to the Reserve who are 
eligible for service overseas is sufficient to provide our 
known commitments and our present requirement is to 
maintain that position. 


7. Provided there is no major change in these army 
commitments, we have now reached the stage when 
a much reduced annual intake of trainees is necessary 
to maintain this position; ie, to replace the annual 
loss due to— 

(a) Marriage and family obligations; 
(b) Medical unfitness; 
(c) Essentiality in industry in the event of war. 

Furthermore, owing to the steep increase in the 
number of 18-year-olds available for training which will 
occur in the next few years, it would be impossible 
for the present training staff to cope with the position. 
It is clear, therefore, that a change in the present policy 
of Military Training is necessary as it cannot be main- 
tained. 

8. Any modification of Compulsory Military Training 
Scheme should retain the medical examination of all 
18-year-old youths. (The consistent percentage of 18- 
year-old youths reported over the years to be unfit, is 
alarming.) A system should be adopted whereby these 
men— 

(a) receive medical and remedial treatment where 
necessary; and 

(b) be encouraged to undertake suitable physical train- 
ing under the guidance of Physical Welfare Officers. 

9. The Labour Party is of the opinion that the present 
world conditions warrant a change in our army com- 
mitment and that a highly trained permanent mobile 
force must be part of our re-organised military defence 
forces. 

Under these circumstances the present Compulsory 
Military Training Scheme is a waste of time, money 
and personnel, and should be discontinued. 

The adoption of the report was moved by the Rt. 
Hon. W. Nash and seconded by A. P. Ryan (Naenae 
Branch) —Carried. 

Amendment.—N. R. Taylor (Wellington Central 
Branch) and L. J. Kelly (Tamaki Heights Branch) 
seconded :— 

“That Conference regrets the failure of the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party to deal with certain matters re- 
ferred to it during the past year.’’—Lost. 

Speakers.—oO. S. Cornes (Titahi Bay Branch), R. M. 
Macfarlane (Christchurch Central Branch), O. P. Lid- 
dell (Tauranga Branch), J. J. Tuohy (Manukau L.R.C.). 


Remit No. 15d 

H. McManus (Timaru Central Branch) advised that 
Remit 15d had been incorrectly worded. The remit re- 
ferred to the hit-and-run agreement between Insurance 
Companies to make a special grant to victims of hit- 
and-run accidents. The subject of the remit had been 
attended to by the Rt. Hon. W. Nash and the amount 
of compensation had been increased from £1000 to £2000. 

In reply, Mr. Nash agreed that the statement of Mr. 
McManus was correct, and regretted any misunderstand- 
ing in the matter. 


RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 


N. E. Kirk (Hurunui L.R.C.) moved and W. J. Cuth- 
bert (Auckland L.R.C.) seconded:— 

“That this Conference sincerely thanks our Leader, 
the Rt. Hon. Walter Nash, M.P., for his inspiring and 
constructive address, and congratulates him and his Par- 
liamentary colleagues on the able manner in which the 
views of the Labour Party have been presented in Par- 
liament and on the public platform. 

“We renew our complete confidence in him as the 
Leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party and pledge 
ourselves to work wholeheartedly from now until elec- 
tion day to ensure that a Labour Government is once 
again returned to the Treasury Benches.’’—Carried by 
acclamation. 


AGENDA COMMITTEE 


On behalf of the Agenda Committee, the Convener, 
KH. A. Waters, presented the following resolution:— 

“That this Conference condemns the testing of all 
nuclear weapons by all countries, and on becoming the 
Government will press in every possible way for an 
international agreement on the cessation of tests of such 
weapons.” 

The adoption of the resolution was moved by E. A. 
Waters (Pongakawa Valley Branch) and seconded by 
R. N. McDonald (Wadestown-Wilton Branch) .—Carried 
unanimously. 

The Conference adjourned at 9.50 p.m. 


Sixth Session 


HE Conference resumed at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 8, 1957. 


Minutes.—The Minutes of the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Sessions were read and adopted on the motion of the 
National Secretary, seconded by H. H. Satchell (Wai- 
temata L.R.C.). 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY, HEALTH 
AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


HE Report of the Social Security, Health and Educa- 
tion Committee was presented by the Convener, R. A. 
Keeling, M.P., as follows:— 


Remit No. 1 
(a) That the Social Security Act be amended to include: 

1. Ambulance services. 

2. All artificial aids and applhances. 

3. The registration of patients with the doctor of 
their choice and a per capita payment made to 
each doctor from the Social Security Fund. 

4. Reduced fares on Government-owned services for 
aged and invalid beneficiaries. 

(b) That the Means Test be abolished. 
(c) That the child allowances be— 

1. Non-taxable. 

2. Paid in a lump sum for the first year. 

(d) That all women be eligible for the age benefit at 

oo years of age. 

(e) That sickness benefits be paid to all wage and 
salary-earners. 

(f) That a married woman earning sufficient to require 
her to furnish an income tax return be allowed 
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the same Social Security privileges as any othe: 
wage-earner. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) 1. That this clause be approved. 

2. That this clause be referred to the Policy Com- 
mittee for favourable consideration. 

3. That this clause be referred to the Policy Com- 
mittee for investigation in the light of present 
circumstances. 

4. That this clause be rejected. 

(b) That this remit be referred to the Policy Commit- 
tée. 

(c) 1. That this clause be adopted. 
2. That this clause be rejected in view of our policy. 

(d) That the present provisions for payment in special 
cases be liberalised. 

(e) No recommendation. 

(f) No recommendation. 


Remit No. 2 


(a) That invalid or aged beneficiaries be exempt from 
medical expenses. 

(b) That age benefits be paid by Treasury voucher. 

(c) That the application for sickness benefit be simpli- 
fied. 

(d) That universal superannuation be payable at 60 
years of age. 

(e) That war veterans receive the increased benefit at 
60 instead of 65 years of age. 

(f) That beneficiaries living in institutions be allowed 
to retain a proportion of any increases granted. 

(g) That Social Security Funds be not availabie for 
any purpose other than benefits papable under the 
Act. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) That this remit be adopted. 

(b) That this remit be adopted. 

(c) That this remit be adopted. 

(d) That this remit be referred to the Policy Comrnittee 
for favourable consideration. 

(e) That this remit be referred to the Policy Cornmittee 
for favourable consideration. 

(f) That this remit be adopted. 

(g) That this remit be adopted. 


Remit No. 3 


(a) That the training of male dental nurses be instituted. 

(b) That the general health inspection of school child- 
ren be extended to include eye and ear examination 
by qualified practitioners. 

(c) That the Physical Welfare Department be re- 
instated. 

(d) That occupational homes for intellectually-handi- 
capped persons be established. 

(e) That the mobile unit X-ray scheme be extended. 

(f) That grants be made to the Family Planning Asso- 
ciation. 

(g) That aid at present given to unmarried mothers 
be taken over by the State. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) That this remit be adopted. 

(b) That this remit be rejected on the grounds of 
impracticability. 

(c) That this remit be adopted. 

(d) That this remit be adopted. 

(e) That this remit be adopted, provided that the 
danger of radiation sickness be not increased. 

(f) That this remit be rejected. 

(g) That this remit be rejected. 


Remit No. 4 


(a) That the administration of hospitals and the Social 
and welfare amenities for nurses be investigated. 

(b) That conditions and pay for Karitane nurses be 
brought into line with general nursing. 

(c) That facilities and finance be made available to 
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nurses of ability and experience to enable them to 
qualify as doctors. 

(d) That hospitalisation be given priority. 

(e) That beds in private hospitals be requisitioned for 
urgent cases. 

(f) That all hospital beds be utilised to the fullest extent 
and the directing of patients into private hospitals 
be investigated. 

(g) That any practitioner unable to accept a call to a 
patient be required to nominate a suitable available 
substitute. 


(h) That ex-servicemen be entitled to a medical reboard 
where it can be reasonably deduced that resultant 
disability or ill-health is due to war service 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) That this remit be adopted. 

(b) That this remit be adopted. 
(c) This is our present policy. 
(d) No recommendation. 

(e) That this remit be rejected. 
(f) No recommendation. 

(g) No recommendation. 

(h) That this remit be adopted. 


Remit No. 5 


(a) That the policy of free, secular and compulsory 
education be reaffirmed. 

(b) That learners’ pools be provided at all schools and 
swimming be made a compulsory subject. 

(c) That an auxiliary language (e.g., Esperanto) be 
experimentally taught in selected schools. 

(d) That the size of classes in primary and secondary 
schools be reduced. 

(e) That the salary scales for teachers in Senior classes 
and secondary schools be increased. 

(f) That the present school certificate examination be 
abolished. } 

(2) That a lower leaving certificate after two years 
post-primary schooling and a higher leaving certifi- 
cate after four years post-primary schooling be 
awarded, both certificates to be accredited. 

(h) That education be completely free. 

(i) That gymnasiums and youth centres be established 
throughout the Dominion. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) That this remit be adopted. 

(b) That the provision of learners’ pools, where desired, 
will be assisted to the utmost possible extent. 

(c) That this remit be rejected. 

(ad) Adopted and Labour will take every step to encour- 
age teacher recruitment and build schools, etc., to 
that end. 

(e) Covered by resolution on (dq). 

(f) That this remit be rejected. 

(g) That this remit be rejected. 

(h) That this remit be rejected in favour of Labour's 
existing policy. 

(i) That greater encouragement be given to existing 
youth organisations. 

Remit No. 1.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 


by A. E. Elgar (Karori Branch) .—Carried. 


Amendment.—R. J. McCarthy (Khandallah Branch) 
moved: That clause (C) 2 be referred to the Policy 
Committee.—Lost. 

Speakers.—J. Roberts (Timaru Waterside Workers’ 
Union), I. E. Scott (Runanga Branch). 

Remit No. 2.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by A. E. Elgar (Karori Branch).—-Carried. 

Remit No. 3.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by T. F. Doyle (Invercargill L.R.C.)—Carried. 

Speakers.—J. Humphrey (Mangakino Branch), J. H. 
Collins (Wellington Caretakers’ and Cleaners’ Union), 
Mrs. A. M. Leach (Bealey-Richmond Branch), L. T. 
Fischer (Napier L.R.C.). 








Remit No. 4.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by T. F. Doyle (Invercargill L.R.C.) 


Amendment.—S. A. Whitehead (Nelson L.R.C.) 
moved: That the original remit clause (f) be adopted.— 
Carriea. 


Amendment.—G. F. Bartley (Green Lane Branch) 
moved: That clause (A) be amended by adding the 
words ‘and salaries” after the word ‘amenities.’”— 
Carried. 

Amendment.—T. H. Harris (North Shore L.R.C.) 
moved: That clause G be referred to the Policy Com- 
mittee.—Lost. 


Amendment.—G. Glassey (Ashburton L.R.C.) moved: 
That clause A be amended by deleting the word “nurses” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words “all hospital 
staffs.”—Lost. 


Speakers.—Mrs. D. E. Bishop (Tasman-Mapua 
Branch), Mrs. L. N. Abel (Papatoetoe Women’s Branch), 
Mrs. E. Harris (Wellington City Branch), Dr. H. B. C. 
Milsom (Tauranga L.R.C.), Miss M. B. Howard (Christ- 
church East Branch). 


The Committee’s recommendation, aS amended, was 
adopted. 

Remit No. 5.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by Mrs. J. E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union).— 
Carried. 

Amendment.—R. 8S. Wilkie (Taita Branch) moved: 
That clause B be amended by deleting all the words 
after the word ‘“‘schools.’’—Lost. 


Amendment.—Mrs. F. Baker (Roskill Branch) moved: 
That clause C be amended by deleting the word ‘“‘selected”’ 
and substituting the word “secondary” in lieu thereof. 


A card vote resulted as follows:— 


For the amendment _........ 222 
Against 
The amendment was lost. 


Amendment.—P. O. Skoglund (Palmerston North 
L.R.C.) moved: That clause H be referred to the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party for consideration.—Lost. 


Speakers.—Mrs. J. E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union), 
H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union), I. E. Scott (Runanga 
Branch), J. Mathison (Dallington Branch). 


The report of the Social Security, Health and Educa: 
tion Committee, as amended, was adopted, and the Con- 
vener and members of the Committee thanked for their 
services. 


REPORT OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE 


E report of the Policy Committee was presented hy 
the Convener, H. Watt, M.P., as follows:— 


Remit Ne. 6 


(a) That the State take over and/or control 
1. All insurance. 
2. Uranium and other valuable mineral deposits. 
3. Automated industries. 
4. The importation of all capital goods. 


(ob) That all armament industries be nationalised. 

(c) That the Government holdings of stock in the Bri- 
tish Petroleum Company and the Tasman Pulp and 
Paper Company be repossessed. 

(ad) That the introduction of automation be investigated 
with a view to ensuring :— 

1. An orderly transition to new methods of pro- 
duction. 

2. Maintenance of full employment. 

3. Sharing of increased productivity by workers. 


(e) That the State enter into all forms of insurance 
on a competitive basis. 





(f) That a Minister be appointed to take full control 
over all aspects of production, importation, distribu- 
tion and co-ordination of all types of fuel and power. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) 1. The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

2. Covered by the Party’s policy. Committee con- 

siders also that the Party should state that it 

will give every encouragement to the search for 
minerals. 

3. This be referred to the Joint Council of Labour. 

4. The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(b) The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(c) That this remit be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party for favourable consideration. 

(d) That this remit, clauses 1, 2, 3 be adopted. 

(e) That the original remit, No. 491, be adopted: “That 
the State enter into all forms of insurance on a 
competitive basis, with a view to either reducing 
premiums or increasing benefits, or both.” 

(f) That the original remit No. 496 be adopted in prin- 
ciple: “That the next Labour Cabinet include a 
Minister of Fuel and Power with full control over 
all aspects of production or importation, distribution 
and co-ordination of all types of fuel and power.” 

Remit No. 7 

(a) That a Council of Economic Advisers to assist the 
Government be established. 

(b) That an Industrial Finance Corporation be set up 
to make advances to small and competitive in- 
dustries. 

(c) That in the event of a severe fall in overseas in- 
come :— 

1. Cuts in income will be borne by those most able 
to afford them. 

2. Overseas reserves would be used to maintain im- 
ports of raw materials. 

3. Full employment would be maintained by Gov- 
ernment investment through the use of Reserve 
Bank credit. 

(d) That imports and exchange be regulated to build 
up a high level of overseas reserves. 

(e) That a more efficient system of co-ordination among 
the various Government Departments be enforced. 

(f) That the Ministry of Works be overhauled. 

(g) That a State Lottery similar to Tattersals be intro- 
duced. 


The Committee Recommends 


(a) The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(bo) That this remit be rejected. 

(c) Clauses 1, 2 and 38 already Labour Party’s policy. 

(d) That this remit be endorsed. 

(e) The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(f) That the original remit No. 42 be endorsed: “That 
when Labour. becomes the Government it will over- 
haul the Ministry of Works with a view to improving 
the methods of Public Works.” 

(g) That this remit be rejected. 


Remit No. 8 


(a) That municipalisation should play a more important 
part in the Party’s policy. 

(b) That the credit squeeze be lifted. 

(c) That more encouragement be given to the develop- 
ment of industry in the South Island. 

(d) That all primary and secondary industries and all 
national resources be free from foreign control. 

(e) That profit control be instituted. 

(f) That a Commission be appointed to investigate all 
aspects of the introduction of television into the 
Dominion. 

(g) That all works of national importance be surveyed, 
undertaken and completed by the Ministry of Works. 

The Committee Recommends 

(a) The Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(b) The Committee re-affirms Labour’s policy of import 
control and selection. 


Page Twenty-five 


(c) That this remit be endorsed. 

(d) That this remit be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party for consideration. 

(e) That the original remit be referred to the Joint 
Council of Labour. 

(f) That the Labour Government fully investigate the 
question of introducing television. 

(¢) That the original remit No. 203 be endorsed: “That 
all works involving the use of public money and 
all works of national importance be surveyed, com- 
menced, run and completed by the Ministry of 
Works.” 

Remit No. 6 
The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation was 

moved by the Convener and seconded by H. H. Satchel 

(Waitemata L.R.C.).—Carried. 

Remit No. 7 
The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation 

was moved by the Convener and seconded by Mrs. P. 

Baker (Roskill Branch). 


Amendment.—G. F. Forsyth (Auckland Caretakers’ 
and Cleaners’ Union) moved: That clause G be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for consideration.— 
Lost. 

Amendment.—B. M. Arthur (Rotorua L.R.C.) moved: 
That clause F be amended to include an investigation 
into the organisation and administration of all Govern- 
ment Departments.—Carried. 


Amendment.—L. C. Hair (Wainui-o-Mata Branch) 
moved: That clause D be amended by deleting the word 
“high” and inserting the word “adequate” in lieu thereof, 
and the following words be added after the word “re- 
serves,” “and that great production of goods for export 
be fostered and encouraged.’’—Carried. 

Speakers.—G. J. Watts (Gisborne Grocers’ Union), 
J. I. Colligan (Riccarton Branch), J. Stock (Greymouth 
Branch), B. M. Arthur (Rotorua L.R.C.). 

The Committee’s recommendation, aS amended, was 
adopted. 

The Conference adjourned at 12.30 p.m. 


Seventh Session 
[S Conference resumed at 2.15 p.m. 





REPORT OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE (CONTD.) 
Remit No. 8 


The adoption of the Committee’s recommendation was 
moved by the Convener and seconded by T. F. Doyle 
(Invercargill L.R.C.).—Carried. 

The report of the Policy Committee, as amended, was 
adopted, and the Convener and members of the Com- 
mittee thanked for their services. 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND INDUSTRIES 
AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE 


HE report of the Finance and Industries and Com- 
merce Committee was presented by the Convener, 
Hion. A. H. Nordmeyer, M.P., as follows:— 
Remit No. 9 
(a) That for income tax purposes exemption be allowed 
for :— 
1. Expenses incurred in travelling to and from place 
of employment. 
2. Interest on mortgage, rent and rates. 
3. Social Security tax on incomes not exceeding 
£1000 per annum. 
The Committee recommends that this remit, clauses 1 
2 and 3 be rejected. 
(b) That the income tax rebate of £25 be reintroduced. 
The Committee recommends that the question of rein- 
stating the flat rebate system for income tax pur- 
peses be referred to the Parliamentary Labour Party 
for favourable consideration. 
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(c) That income tax be assessed on the net and not on 
the gross income. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
(d) That the use of expense accounts and other taxation 
concessions be severely restricted. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for investigation 
with a view to preventing evasion of income tax 
either by this or by any other means. 

(e) That taxation on overtime and penal rates be 
abolished. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 

(f) That the possibility of basing company taxation on 
rate of turnover rather than net profits be investi- 
gated. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
Remit No. 10 
(a) That the decimal coinage system be adopted. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for favourable 
consideration. 

(b) That the Social Security Tax be:— 

1. Reduced, 
2. Remitted for those who work after the age of 60. 


The Committee recommends that no action be taken. 
(c) That the expansion of Government investment be 
met not through borrowing but by the rearranging 
of taxation through:— 
1. More steeply graded income tax and death duties. 
2. Abolition of the Social Security Tax. 
3. A capital gains tax. 
4, An investigation into the possibility of introduc- 
ing a luxury expenditure tax. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 

(d) That in order to maintain a stable price level and 
direct resources to projects of national importance 
bank credit to private firms and individuals be 
restricted. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 


(e) That to check inflation a system of increased taxation 
and budget surplussing be introduced. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
(f) That private insurance companies be progressively 
discouraged and the necessary services be provided 
by an expanding Social Security scheme. 
The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
Remit No. 11 
(a) That loans be made available at cost of administra- 
tion for:— 
1. Housing up to 100 per cent in approved cases. 
2. National and Local Body works. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
(b) That credit be made available for construction of 
homes and commercial buildings. 


Recommendation.—As the substance of the remit is 
already incorporated in the Party’s financial policy, 
the Committee has no recommendation to make. 

(c) That all existing State Advances mortgages be re- 
ducecdl to 3 per cent. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 

(d) That Trading Banks be refused admittance into 
the Savings Banks field. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be amended 
to read: “That small savings be confined to the Post 
Office Savings Bank, Trustee Savings Banks and 
National Savings”—and approved. 

(e) That the control of overseas exchange balances be 
regulated by:— 

1. Import contro] for essential goods. 
2. Open market exchange rates for import of non- 
essentials and luxuries. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be amended 
to read: “That a policy of import selection and 
exchange control be endorsed to make certain that 


our commitments in regard to overseas debt are 
met and that our overseas accounts are kept in 
balance”’—and approved. 

(f) That all insurance company investment funds be 
diverted to national production channels, 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 

(g) That the R.E.R.C. financial assistance required to 
take electricity to back-block settlers be subsidised 
out of the Consolidated Fund. 


The Cominittee recommends that the remit be amended 
to read: “That in approved cases greater financial 
assistance be made available by the Government for 
the purpose of enabling people in remote areas to 
ebtain the advantages of electricity’”—and approved. 


Remit No. 15 


(a) That an investigation be made into all aspects 

of the:— 

1. Grading and price of meat. 

2. Creation of artificial shortages of vegetables. 

3. Poultry industry including seasonal fluctuations 
in the price of eggs. 

4. Drapery trade. 

5. Profit margin on dentures and spectacles. 

The Conimittee recommends that the remit be amended 
to read:—“That an investigation be made into all 
trade practices where it appears that the prices of 
goods and profit margins are unduly high”’—and 
approved. 

(b) That consumer representatives be appointed to all 
producer boards. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party. 

(c) That when a general wage order is issued all prices 
be stabilised; and 

(d) That control over prices, profits and dividends be 
imposed. 

The Committee recommends that these remits be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party with a view to 
ensuring that a fair and equitable share of the 
National Production is available to all, and to give 
particular attention to unwarranted price increases 
following readjustment of wages by General Wage 
Orders. 


(e) That capital machinery for industry and development 
be imported by the State. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be rejected. 
(f) That our overseas trade be extended and diversified. 
The Committee recommends that this remit be approved. 
(g) That children’s footwear be brought back to Standard 

Institute requirements and placed under price control. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for investigation. 

(h) That the net weight of ali packaged articles be 
printed on the wrapper. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be amended 
to read: “That the net weight of all packaged 
articles be printed on the wrapper when practicable” 
and approved. 


Remit No. 9.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by R. G. P. Lucas (Grey Lynn West Branch).—Carried. 


Amendment.—F. J. Fryer (Roskill-Onehunga Branch) 
moved: That the original remit (E) be endorsed.—Lost. 

Amendment.—J. A. Stead (Dunedin L.R.C.) moved: 
That the question of removing the Social Srcurity tax 
and the raising of the exemption of allowable income 
for income tax be referred to the Parliamentary Labour 
Party for favourable consideration.—Lost. 


Amendment.—A. Wathey (Wellington Watersiders’ 
Union) moved: That clause (E) be amended to read—That 
workers covered by awards or agreements be exempt 
from income tax on overtime.—-Lost. 


Speakers.—C. M. B. Olivecrona (Northland-Kelburn 
Branch), F. J. Fryer (Roskill-Onehunga Branch), W. D. 


Southworth (Wellington Watersiders’ Union), N. E. Kirk 
(Hurunui L.R.C.), R. G. Riddell (Glen Eden Branch), 
J. A. Stead (Dunedin L.R.C.), O. P. Liddell (Tauranga 
Branch), W. A. Fox (Cooks and Stewards’ Union), M. 
W. Organ (Buller L.R.C.), A. Wathey (Wellington Water- 
siders’ Union). 

Remit No. 10.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendesion was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by J. B. Main (A.S.R.S.).—Carried. 


Amendment.—D. C. Goodfellow (Mt. Maunganui 
Branch) moved: That clause B 2 be amended by provid- 
ing that persons working after the age of 60 years be 
paid an incentive.—Lost. 

Amendment.—R. G. Riddell (Glen Eden Branch) 
moved: That clause C 3 be endorsed.—Lost. 


Speaker.—H. J. Allen (N.Z. Workers’ Union). 


Remit No. 11.—The adoption of the Committee's re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by R. Mettrick (N.Z. Engineers’ Union).—Carried. 

Amendment.—G. F. Forsyth (Auckland Caretakers’ 
and Cleanders’ Union) moved: That the original remits 
A (1) and (2) be referred to the Parliamentary Labour 
Party for consideration. 

A card vote resulted as follows:— 

For the amendment ......... 101 
Against 

The amendment was lost. 

Amendment.—R. G. Riddell (Glen Eden Branch) 
moved: That the original remits E (1) and (2) be ap- 
proved in principle and be referred to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party for implementation if study shows this to 
be practicable.—Lost. 

Speakers.—J. Humphrey (Mangakino Branch), D. N. 
Blight (Stokes Valley Branch), R. Boord (Ngongotaha 
Branch), J. M. Deas (Otahuhu L.R.C.), M. A. Connelly 
(Christcnureh L.R:C.): 


Remit No. 15.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by W. T. Johansen (A.S.R.S.).—Carried. 


Amendment.—Mrs. P. Baker (Roskill Branch) moved: 
That clause A be amended to read: That all essential 
foods and commodities be placed under Price Control.— 
Lost. 

Speakers.—E. A. Aiken (Waverley Branéh), Mrs. J. 
E. Donald (N.Z. Musicians’ Union), R. Barron (A.8S.R.S8.). 

The report of the Finance and Industries and Com- 
merce Committee, as amended, was adopted, and the Con- 
vener and members of the Committee thanked for their 
services. 


REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND 
CO-OPERATIVES COMMITTEE 


HE report of the External Affairs and Co-operative 

Committee was presented by the Convener, J. Mathi- 

son, M.P., as follows:— | 

Remit Na. 12 

(a) That an endeavour be made to avoid entering into 
any regional pacts outside the framework of the 
United Nations. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be supported. 

(b) That New Zealand withdraw from all power blocs 
outside the United Nations and the organisation of 
armed forces under the control of U.N.O. be sup- 
ported. 


The Committee recommends that the first part of the 
remit down to “United Nations” is covered by (a), 
and the second part will be discussed under (e). 

(c) That the U.N.O. institute a system whereby member 
countries distribute some form of taxation to assist 
people in undernourished areas. 

Committee’s recommendation: That as all assistance to 
undeveloped countries, apart from investment, must 
come from taxation in one form or another, the 
Committee reminds Conference that it has long been 
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the Party’s policy to support the principle of assis- 

tance to undeveloped countries and recommends the 

reaffirmation of that policy as contained in clause 

4 of “Peace and War” issued by the 1954 Conference. 
(d) That the power of the veto be removed. 


The Committee recommends that the original remit as 
follows be adopted: “That the Labour Party on be- 
coming the Government will, through its representa- 
tion at United Nations, take the lead in pressing 
to have the power of the veto removed.” 

(e) That the organisation of armed forces under U.N.O. 
be supported and steps be taken to integrate our 
forces with this International force. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be rejected 
as it does not consider the original remit as follows 
practical: “That this Party favour the immediate 
setting up by the United Nations of a Police Force 
of such size as to control the actions of any major 


Nation.” 

(f) That the provision of aid to backward countries be 
advocated. 

The Committee recommends that the printed remit be 
endorsed. 


(g) That the U.N.O. should support a proposal that 
every nation direct half the money voted for defence 
to Corso. 


Committee’s recommendation: Remit covered by (c) but 
recommends addendum: We suggest that practical 
expression of our recommendation could be imple- 
mented by the application of an international alloca- 
tion of raw materials and food production in surplus 
supply, as was successfully undertaken during the 
1939-45 war and post-war years. 


(h) That the use of force in international affairs, except 
in accordance with United Nations policy be opposed. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be adopted. 
Remit No. 13 


(a) That full recognition be given to the sovereignty, 
equality and independence of all nations, regardless 
of colour, race or creed. 

The Committee recommends that this remit be adopted. 

(b) That all acts of aggression be condemned. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be endorsed 
and that Conference’s attention be drawn to a state- 
ment issued by the Parliamentary Labour Party on 
November 8, 1956, and that the National Executive 
issue copies of this statement to Branches and 
affiliations. 


(c) That an international plan be initiated to improve 
the living standards of the people of Asia and native 
races where conditions are deplorably low. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be endorsed 
in principle, and that the next Labour Government 
arrange to place this matter before the United 
Nations and advocate its adoption. 


(d) That economic, and, if required, police action be 
taken to enforce the decisions of the U.N.O. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be endorsed. 

(e) That in order to curtail power politics and give 
more authority to the United Nations, the smaller 
nations Should take the initiative. 


The Committee recommends the following amendment: 
That the Labour Party on becoming the Govern- 
ment will through its representation on United 
Nations take the initiative in order to curtail power 
politics and give more power to United Nations. 


(f) That the present policy of assisting Asian countries 
be overhauled. 


The Committee recommends that this remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party for examination. 
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Remit No. 14 


(a) That closer cultural relations with the people of 
South East Asia be established. 


The Committee recommends the following amendment: 
That on becoming the Government we take steps 
to encourage the development of closer cultural 
relations with the people of South East Asia. 

(b) That as a means to lessening international tension, 
a four-power Conference on Suez and Hungary be 
advocated. 


The Committtee recommends that no action be taken 
as the Policy of the Party is that matters of Inter- 
national dispute be settled by the United Nations. 

(c) That the Stace-Belshaw report on the Cook Islands 
be implemented. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be forwarded 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party with the sug- 
gestion that a select committee be set up by the 
Parliamentary Labour Party to study the report and 
make recommendations, and that the recommenda- 
tions be implemented as soon as possible. 

(d) That the Pacific Islands be co-operatively developed 
for mutual benefit. 


The Committee recommends that the Branch sponsoring 
this remit be asked to elaborate in a report to the 
National Executive for presentation to the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party. 

(e) That all patriotic moneys be distributed to ex- 
servicemen and women of both world wars. 


The Committee recommends that the remit be referred 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party with a view to 
considering :— 

(a) The desirability of such a distribution. 
(b) To ensure an equitable distribution if any such 
distribution is desired. 


Remit No. 16 


(a) That the policy be defined in respect of Co-operative 
enterprise including:— 
1. The workers’ right to participate in share capital 
investment and co-operative ownership. 
2. Proportionate representation of the Directorship. 
3. The appointment of a Minister of Co-operative 
Enterprise. 


The Committee recommends that the National Executive 
set up a select committee with instructions to study 
the principles involved in the remits covered by 
Section 16 and to bring down recommendations 
with a view of defining a more definite policy in 
respect of Co-operative enterprise. 

(b) That financial assistance be granted to organisa- 
tions desirous of establishing co-operative companies. 

The Committee recommends that as the sponsoring 
Union refers specifically in the original remit to 
“maximum financial assistance to all Unions who 
desire to form co-operative companies” it be referred 
to the special committee set up to study Co-operative 
Enterprise. 

Remit No. 12.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by B. M. Arthur (Rotorua L.R.C.).—Carried. 


Amendment.—J. A. Walding (Palmerston North Cen- 
tral Branch) moved: That clause G be amended to pro- 
vide that when Labour becomes the Government it will 
endeavour in peacetime to spend at least 5/- on aid to 


backward countries for every £1 spent on armaments. 


Amendment.—R. S. Wilkie (Taita Branch) moved: 
That the original remit B be amended by substituting 
the words “power blocs” with the words “regional 
military pacts” and the amended remit stand part of 
the report.—Lost. 

Remit No. 13.—The adoption of the Committee’s re- 
commendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by J; B. Main (A.S.B3S.). 


-Amendment.—oO. P. Liddell (Tauranga Branch) moved: 
That clause C be amended to read: That on becoming the 
Government New Zealand seek to convene a meeting of 
nations contributing surplus supplies of goods to estab- 
lish markets, advocating a quota, withdrawals calculated 
to stabilise markets at a price level payable to producers, 
such quotas to contribute the nucleus of a food pool to 
be administered through U.N.O. to assist peoples of 
under-nourished countries at cost, below cost, or free 
gift according to economic ability of under-nourished 
country.—Lost. 


Amendment.—B. R. S. Waters (Balclutha Branch) 
moved: That the following words be added to clause 
(f)—‘‘and the system of Agricultural education be investi- 
gated by the Parliamentary Committee.’’—Carried. 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Remit No. 14.—-The adoption of the Committtee’s 
recommendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by F. L. Fenton (N.Z. Workers’ Union). 


Amendment.—P. N. Holloway (Heretaunga L.R.C.) 
moved:—That the remit and recommendation on Clause 
E be rejected.—Carried. 

The Committee’s recommendation, as amended, was 
adopted. 


The Conference adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 


Eighth Session 


J haan Conference resumed at 7.30 p.m. 
MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY 


The National President referred to the tragic accident 
which had occurred in Wellington this afternoon and 
moved the following resolution:— 


“That this Conference of the New Zealand Labour 
Party expresses its sincere regret at the tragic accident 
which occurred in Lambton Quay today, and desires to 
extend its deepest sympathy to the relatives of the 
deceased and to those who suffered injury.” 


Delegates stood in silence as a mark of respect. 


REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND 
CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE (Contd.) 


Remit No. 16.—The adoption of the Committee’s 
recommendation was moved by the Convener and seconded 
by W. T. Johansen (A.S.R.S.).—Carried. 


Speakers.—S. H. Hughes (Gisborne Branch), J. H. 
Geddes (N.Z. Hotel Workers’ Union), H. F. Callagher 
(Auckland Laundry Workers’ Union), Rt. Hon. W. Nash 
(Hutt L.R.C.), A. J. Ingram (Waikato L.R.C.), A. E. 
Elgar (Karori Branch). 


The report of the External Affairs and Co-operatives 
Committee, as amended, was adopted, and the Convener 
and members of the Committee thanked for their services. 


MEETING OF WOMEN DELEGATES 


On behalf of the meeting of women delegates, the 
chairwoman of the meeting, Mrs. D. R. Fraser, presented 
a report concerning various matters which had been 
discussed at the meeting. 


At the conclusion of the report, Mrs. D. R. Fraser 
(Dunedin Women’s Branch) moved and Mrs. C. J. Harris 
(Waterview Branch) seconded:—“That the report be 
received and referred to the National Executive for 
consideration and any necessary action.’—Carried. 


REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 


HE report of the Credentials Committee was pre- 
sented by the Convener, R. Boord, M.P., as follows:— 
On behalf of the Credentials Committee I wish to 


report that the credentials of 330 delegates have been 
checked and found to be in order. They represent:—. 
53 
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The adoption of the report was moved by the Con- 
vener and seconded by H. F. Callagher (Auckland 
Laundry Workers’ Union).—Carried. 


“THE STANDARD” 


A. J. Faulkner (Manurewa Branch) moved and C. 
G. J. Shamy (Headquarters Branch) seconded:— 


“That a hearty vote of thanks be accorded the 
management and staff of ‘The Standard’ Printing Com- 
pany for the splendid service rendered during the year.” 
—Carried Unanimously. 

Speakers.—A. E. Elgar (Karori Branch), J. T. Moore 
(St. Albans Branch), J. Roberts (Timaru Waterside 
Workers’ Union). 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 


Mrs. D. R. Fraser (Dunedin Women’s Branch) moved, 
and R. M. Barclay (New Plymouth L.R.C.) seconded :—- 


“That this Conference records its thanks and appreci- 
ation of the services rendered to the Party during the 
past year by all members of the National Executive, 
particularly the retiring members, J. G. Edwards, M.P., 
and R. J. Tizard.’—Carried Unanimously. 


CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS 


M. A. Connelly (Christchurch L.R.C.) moved and 
R. E. Young (Hobson L.R.C.) seconded :— 


“That this Conference thanks the National Secretary, 
A. J. McDonald, and members of the Head Office staff 
for their services during the past year, and congratulates 
them on the efficient manner in which the business of 
Conference has been arranged. We also express our 
appreciation to those members who assisted in the pre- 
paration of Conference reports and of the _ services 
rendered by the minute secretaries, timekeepers, door- 
keepers and members of the entertainment, press, agenda 
and credentials committees during Conference. We 
appreciate the arrangements made for the entertain- 
ment of delegates and congratulate all members of the 
Hutt Committee for their fine efforts in connection with 
the visit to the Hutt Valley.’—Carried Unanimously. 


NATIONAL PRESIDENT 


G. F. Bartley (Green Lane Branch) moved and B. M. 
Arthur (Rotorua L.R.C.) seconded :— 

“That Conference congratulates Mr. M. Moohan, M.P., 
upon his re-election as National President, and expresses 
its sincere appreciation of the capable manner in which 
he has conducted the business of the Conference.’’— 
Carried Unanimously. 


INSTALLATION OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT 


Mr. J. Roberts congratulated the National President 
upon his re-election and complimented him on the capable 
manner in which he had presided over the proceedings 
of Annual Conference. After referring to the strenuous 
year which lies ahead, Mr. Roberts installed Mr. Moohan 
as National President for the ensuing twelve months. 


After accepting the gavel of office, Mr. Moohan 
thanked delegates for the manner in which they had 
co-operated with him during Conference proceedings. 
He stressed the importance of ensuring the return 
of a Labour Government and asked delegates to remind 
their respective organisations of their responsibilities 
during the forthcoming General Election Campaign. 


CONCLUSION 


The Conference concluded at 9 p.m., delegates join- 
ing together in the singing of “Auld Lang Syne,” 
accompanied by three resounding cheers for the Party. 
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INDUSTRIAL REMITS 


Decisions of Federation of Labour Conference on In- 
dustrial Remits referred to it for consideration. 


Remit No. 107—Royal Oak Branch: That owing to 
the introduction of modern methods of training appren- 
tices at a trade, the trainee hours of apprenticeship be 
reduced. 


Resolved: That the subject matter of this remit be 
dealt with by the Unions concerned in their own Appren- 
tice Orders. 


Remit No. 296—Brooklyn Branch: That the Labour 
Party lay down a policy of full overtime on wages paid. 


Resolved: That the remit be referred to the National 
Executive for further information and investigation. 


Remit No, 423—Waitemata L.R.C.: That the ILC. & 
A. Act be amended to provide for automatic adjustment 
in wages and pensions every three months to comply with 
increases in the price index. 


Resolved: That this remit be rejected. 


Remit No. 32—Manukau L.R.C.: That the Trade 
Unions press for the establishment of creches and play 
centres and provide the funds for this purpose where 
necessary. 


Resolved: No recommendation. 


Remit No. 24%7—Papatoetoe Women’s Branch: That 
Trade Unions press for the establishment of creches and 
play centres and provide the tunds for this purpose where 
necessary. 


Resolved: No recommendation. 


Remit No. 63—Featherston Branch: That compulsory 
trade union membership be abolished. 


Resolved: That this remit be rejected. 


Remit No. 86—Glen Eden Branch: That worker co- 
operation in industry be encouraged and to this end 
every possible means of employing this co-operation be 
found in Government Departments and Public Services. 


Resolved: That as the remit is not clear in its inten- 
tion it be rejected. 


Remit No. 164—Manurewa Branch: That Labour, when 
the Government, formulates a policy of giving maximum 
financial assistance to all Unions who desire to form co- 
operative companies. 


Resolved: That this remit be rejected. 
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Remit No. 133—N.Z. Carpenters’ and Joiners’ Union: 
That provision be made for full wages to be paid to 
workers on compensation. 


Resolved: Already the present policy of the Federa- 
tion of Labour. 


Remit No. 134—N.Z. Carpenters’ and Joiners’ Union: 
That workers on compensation be considered as con- 
tinuing in their employment for the purpose of qualifying 
for Statutory or Annual Holidays. 


Resolved: That this matter be referred to the 
National Executive for investigation. 


Remit No. 1838—Hastings Branch: That where a 
worker has a damages claim through negligence of his 
employer no percentage of the amount claimed be de- 
ducted by alleged negligence on the part of the employee. 


Resolved: Already dealt with. 


Remit No. 345—N.Z. Engineers’ Union: That the Gov- 
ernment be urged to convene a Conference of all 
interested parties to consider ways and means of reduc- 
ing the industrial accident rate in New Zealand. 


Resolved: Already dealt with. 


Remit No. 350—N.Z. Engineers’ Union: That the 
Party press for amendments to the Workers’ Compen- 
sation Act to provide compensation for sickness such 
as ’flu, chiils, etc., where it can be shown that such ill- 
nesses are caused by workers’ occupation. 


Resolved: Already dealt with. 


Remit No. 364—Stokes Valley Branch: That compen- 
sation be paid at the same level as the wages paid prior to 
the accident, and that permanent settlement be raised 
accordingly. 


Resolved: Already dealt with. 


Remit No. 492—Dallington Branch: That the Com- 
pensation Act be amended with the figures “£9/1/-” 
deleted and the words ‘payment to be at the minimum 
wage of whatsoever union the person belong”’’ substi- 
tuted. 


Resolved: No recommendation. 


Remit No. 514—Mt. Victoria Branch: That the Labour 
Party endeavour to improve legislation so that weekly 
compensation payments be brought into line with em- 
ployee’s weekly earnings. 


Resolved: No recommendation. 
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BOORD, R., Rotorua. 
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MacFARLANE, R. M., Christchurch Central 
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NASH, Rt. Hon. W., Hutt 
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